Class 6, Oct. 25, 2026

The Trinity: Resources for Discernment and Harmony
Vern S. Poythress, Lansdale Presbyterian Church

I. Brief statement
A. God is transcendent and immanent.
B. These two aspects are in harmony and are reinforcing, rather than in tension.

C. Non-Christian views of God mess up both transcendence and immanence, and put them

in tension.

D. Christian view of transcendence: God is supreme; immanence: God is present.

E. Non-Christian view of transcendence: God is inaccessible; immanence: God is the
world.

I1. Biblical support
A. Basic: Isa. 57:15. Ex. 34:6-7; Ps. 103:19; Jer. 23:22-24.
B. Non-Christian: Rom. 1:18-23. Acts 17:22-31.
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II1. Ways that God is at work in you and for you

A. You are a child of God: Gal. 4:4-6; Gal. 4:1-7; Rom. 8:14-17; Eph. 1:5; John 1:12-13.

B. You hear the word of God: John 17:8; John 1:1; 15:26; 16:12-15; Heb. 1:1-2.

C. You reflect God: 2 Cor. 3:17-18; Rom. 8:29; 1 Pet. 1:15-16; Lev. 19:2; Matt. 5:13-17.

D. You have new life: Rom. 8:11; 6:3-11; Eph. 2:6; Col. 2:20; 3:1-4; 1 Pet. 1:3-5.
E. You pray: Rom. 8:26-27; Eph. 1:15-17; Heb. 7:23-25; 10:19-22; 1 Pet. 2:5.

F. You are being saved: Gal. 4:4; Eph. 2:17-22; 3:9-11; 1 Pet. 1:10-12; Rev. 5:1, 6-10.
G. You are indwelt: Rom. 8:9-10; John 14:23; 17:21-23; 1 Cor. 6:19.

H. You are under care: Eph. 1:22; Eph. 1:20-23; Heb. 13:20-21; John 10:14-18.
I. You are serving: Eph. 2:10; Eph. 4:10-13; Phil. 2:12-13; Col. 3:10-13.

J. You are created: Gen. 1:1-3; Ps. 33:6, 8-9; 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:15-17.

K. You are sustained: Heb. 1:3; 1 Cor. 15:24-28; Eph. 1:20-23; Rev. 1:18.



Class Title: God in three Persons: Who is God, how does he work in history to save us, and how
does he work in us?

Description:

In this class we study what the Bible says about the Trinity, and how it impacts us. How does the
Trinity impact what it means for us to be children of God, disciples, displays of God's grace,
saved, serving, and praying? You can grow in knowing God and in serving him, as you see the
wonder of who is he and what he is doing. He is the God who is Trinity and who works in you as
Trinity. Step away from self-centeredness and stand in awe of God.

Jesus Christ himself states how people obtain eternal life: "And this is eternal life, that they
know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent" (John 17:3). You have to
know God. There is no other way to eternal life--that is, living forever in communion with God.
Do you know him? The words of Christ imply that you can know God. If you are a follower of
Christ, you already do know God, because you know "Jesus Christ whom you have sent." In this
saying of Jesus, who is "you"? It is "the only true God," whom we also know as "the Father"
(17:1). Jesus Christ is distinct from the Father, who has sent him. This distinction shows one
aspect of the Trinity. You already know the Trinity. The Bible teaches us more.
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