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You make springs gush forth m the valleys; ...
--Psalm 104:10

... i who works all things accordimg to
the counsel oii his will, --Ephesians 1: 11
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Christ as Center of Creation

Colossians 1:16: "For by him
[Christ] all things were created, ..."

Colossians 1:17: "... and in him all
things hold together.”




Implicationsi of Chnist's Centrality,




God AS Origin of [1fie
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God AS Origin of [1fie

Image

here image,
Adami\

eflection
(Gen. 1:26-27) (Gen. 5:3)

¥




[Cric Imagimg Humanity;

efiecting,
Az i\ reproduction>i\ PE

| homology M

o ieflecting,
reproduction :




A Divine Archetype
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A Divine Archetype Dilienent
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Chist as Origimi of: the World

John 1:1_2:[ allusion to Genesis |

"In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God.



Christ as, Origim: oif L1ie

John 1:3-4:

"All things were made through him,
and without him was not any thing
made that was made.

In him was life, and the life was the
light of men.”

' source of life on earth |




Spimit as Source of IL1ie

Psalm 104:30:

When you hide your face,
they [animals] are dismayed,;

when you take away their breath,
they die and return to their dust.

When you send forth your Spirit,
they are created,

and you renew the face of the ground.



[Life 1mm Christ

John 5:26:

“For as the Father has life in
himself, so he has granted the Son
also to have life in himself.”

John 14:6:
‘| am the way, and the truth, and
the life.”




o1 1 the Spimit

John 6:63:
It is the Spirit who gives life; the
flesh is of no avail.




Remierpretmg e

B Macroevolution appeals to homologies
(analogies).

B Analogy 1s indeed there.

» Analogy comes from God.
® The Father honors the Son (Col. 1:15-

17). -
Explaining.
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Remierpretimng Bvolutionany: Tiee

ldealized tree Actual fossils
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Role ol Presuppositions

I see a tree,
with some
leces missing.
p g/
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Other Analogies irom God



I, Image oi the Wond

¥ The Word with God (original)
M Word spoken to create

¥ Human speech

B Animal calls

M Information stored materially

® DNA







2. The Spirit asi Onigm: oif L1ie

Psalm 104:30:
"When you send forth your Spirit,
they [animals] are created, and you -

renew the face of the ground.” -

Romans 8:10:
But if Christ is in you, although the

body is dead because of sin, the .
Spirit is life because of

righteousness.” _




The Spimit Empowers

Spirit empowers the virgim birth (Luke
1:35)

“The Spiit 18 life™ (Rom. &:10)
Analogous te breath from God (Ezek. 37)

Human bemgs given breath
— God! "breathed mto) his nostrils the breath of
lite™ (Gen. 2:7)
— "the spimit 1 man, the breath of the Almighty"
(Job) 32:8)



The Spimt Sustaims

Job 34:14-15:

If he [God] should set his heart to it
and gather to himself his spirit and his
breath,

all flesh would perish together,

and man would return to dust.”




The Spirit Empowers Lower: ILiiie

» Animals breathe ('breath of life!" Gen. 7:22)
® Plants breathe ("respiration'™)

u (Cells breathe (oxygen for metabolism)

» Chemical neaction for metabolism

God's wisdom
displayed

J
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Meaning o God’sf Presence



Creatoer-creature IDistinection

» Absolutely transcendent God

® Distmct creation
® God present controlling and judging
» [ntimacy: between God and creatures

» Distinct orders within creation
— Pensonal creatures: Angels; Human beings
— Animals
— Plants
— Nonliving things

® Spinit present to all, but distinctively to each




Materialism

Matter and energy; no God
No distinct ordens

No real consciousness on PULpPose

Then why: and how; 1S/ awareness?
— [llusion?

— Epiphenomenon?

— Generated from mere complexity?
— “Emergent”

Problem: nothing comes, irom nothing



Pantheism and Emanation

» World abserbed i god
B God present m! divinization

B [dentity between God and creatures
B Distinct orders within creation dissolved

B Spirit present to all, making everything
SpIrit/spirit



Biblicalt Worldview:

» Absolutely Transcendent God
B Distinct creation

® God present controlling and judging
» [ntimacy: between God and creatures

» Distinct orders within creation
— Pensonal creatures: Angels; Human beings
— Animals
— Plants
— Nonliving things

® Spinit present to all, but distinctively to each




5. Pumpose

W Purpose of the Father

M Son as executor of purpose

SN
® Human plans and purposes [ _goals |

SE
® Animals (seeking, responding) ([ goals )
SIS

W Plants (living, growing) __goals ]
SUE
m Cells [_living |

s

B Molecular machines [producing]







Pumpoese m: Machines

A machime 18 designed to do something,

We evaluate it:

— [mtact or broken

— working or 1dle

— cifective or mmeffcctive
— cificient or meftficient

Understanding must see purpose

Background of rational., purposeiul
mtelligence










Purpose m: Visual Processimg

“Vision, for example, begins its journey
when the radiant energy of light triggers
electrical activity in the approximately one
hundred million primary light receptor cells
that comprise the retina. Each cell records

Q the level of brightness (or color) that touches

CSIZN | it in each instance of time; the image
transmitted through the lens 1s thus picked up

§; as a pattern of electrical signals.” --Edward
O. Wilson, On Human Nature (1978)




4 Control

¥ Omnipotence of the Father

M Son as executor of power;
Spirit as energizer
® Human choice and control

M Animal behavior: choosing,
eating, fighting, retreating

W Plant growth, defense

B Molecular control mechanisms



5. Particular attributes

M Personal Father
M Personal Son, Image

¥ Cherubim (Ezek. 1)
man, lion, ox, eagle

® Over life, wild, tame, bird

® Fascination of each kind







6. Tree of lite

¥ God the Father

M Son, Vine (John 15:1)

W Tree of life (Gen. 2:9, 3:22)
M Aaron’s staff (Num. 8:8)

B Lampstand (Exod. 25:33)

M Wisdom (Prov.3:18)




Trestimony; to God

“The heavens declare the glory of God ...~
(Ps. 19:1)

“For his mvisible attributes, namely, his
ctemmal power and divine nature, have been
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of
the world, 1 the things that have been
made” (Rom. 1:20)

Includes specitic reflections (1mages) of
aspects o God™s character
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