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A What Is Trinitarian Perspectivalism?
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A Christian style of life, interpretation, and thinking 1n which
an endeavor 1s made to take a number of limited
complementary starting principles and use them as
perspectives for interpreting and understanding in a harmony
the whole of a given subject area.
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APerspectiveS on a Jewel
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¢ See the whole jewel through one facet
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A§ Perspectives on a Triangle
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¢ See the whole triangle from one angle
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[. The Four Gospels as an Example
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/*Perspectives from Four Gospels
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/*T ruth in the Gospels
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¢ Each Gospel has a different human perspective.
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¢ Each has a different divine perspective(inspiration).
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¢ All are true. PIEMNICEESEESSRY ©
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¢ God does not contradict himself A~
¢ Any one Gospel presents Christ truly.
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¢ God affirms four perspectives. »? Amazing 2345 !



Knowing A1

Differences in manner of knowing; Knowing
includes unlty and diversity. IAIREYA TV
BER ; INEAFESH—EMZ T
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Contrasts with Relativism
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| Relativism F3 3 Y]

No real truth.
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Truth and error harmonize
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Reality inaccessible.
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Everyone
his own
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| Biblical Harmony 42K

The Bible 1s absolutely true.
X HEEHE N EIE
Grow 1n truth and remove error.
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Truth overwhelmingly surrounds

us. HIEFF EE M ESRF]

[Learn more from all four
Gospels.
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/*Harmony Imitates 1rinity
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God 1s
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2. Diversity in the Body of Christ
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1 Cor. 12 B 12 &

God-made diversity
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value and love others
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see from their view

MABEBTSEY

second perspective
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Perspectives in the Body
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20" and 21* century
exposure to diversity
means a need for
joints and ligaments
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A{ The Love Commandment
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“Love your neighbor as yourself”
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Listen and understand
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/*Knowing in the Body of Christ
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Knowing in the body of Christ includes
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unity (shared doctrine) and s—# FE#HX)

diversity (manpaxand araca of truth). #t: (s
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/*Kinds of Diversity
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In personality \
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In spiritual gifts} [ In modes of

Various biblical
Characters
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5. Using Perspectives
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Using Perspectives in
Contextualzzzng Theology
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Western past Guilt FE%& Justification #F X
AREAEE= — o e
Tribes Zp3% Evil spirits F8R Holy war J&X Sk
Black US =EIF& Dignity, release from Exodus HiEk (KK
oppression EESHiEEE )
Asian % Shame = Shame of cross T28&EE
USA now I7EBY3E[E Meaninglessness e 2= Adoption FFE

Lots of potential.
N

See E. D. Burns, The Transcultural Gospel ,g RERA




/* Multiperspective Analysis
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¢ One passage enjoys many relations.
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¢ Look at the passage

arough a theme.
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¢ Themes suggest connections to Christ.

T SE T SR EAHE o

¢ Themes help to preach Christ.
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/*Foundational Truths (1)
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¢ God 1s three persons (Matt. 28:19; John 15:26)
MAE=MUE (K 28:19 ; £915:26)
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/*F oundation

al Truths (2)
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¢ Each person 1s God

BB

¢ The Father is God EXZE (1 Cor. MB] 8:6)
¢ The Son of God is God ZF & (John £y 1:1; 8:58; 20:28)
¢ The Spirit of God is God R & (1 Cor. AT 2:10-11)

¢ Each person is distinct from the other two
F—UMSHMHEAUSARE (Matt. X 3:16-17)
¢ The Father is not the Son ZXAEETF (John £ 1:14; 14:23)
¢ The Father is not the Spirit EXANEXER (John £ 15:26; Acts 1

2:33)

® The Son is not the Spirit 2FFE=XR (John £y



/S the Shield of the Trinity
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/*Foundational Truths (3)
REEEIE (3)

¢ Each person has all the attributes of God and
dlscloses the fullness of God
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¢ Each person dwells in the other two B—1iU&EA
£- %%J §iIA& 25 (John £ 17:21; 1 Cor. #ARI

2:11; "coinherence B {¥ ; perichoresis —Eulﬁ ")
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® The Tr1n1t 1s mysterious to us
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J. Reflections of the Trinity
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/*T he Son Reflects the Father
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[The Father %ﬁ@} j> [ The Son £+ }

¢ "He 1s the image of the invisible God
ETFHAEE N Z®HEIZR " (Col. A 1:15)

¢ "He 1s the radiance of the glory of God and the
exact imprint of his nature
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/*Adam Reflects God
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So God created man 1n his own 1mage, in the 1mage
of God he created him (Gen. 1:27)
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AﬁPattem of Reflections
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6, . Personal Perspectives in God
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The Father
knows X INIH

GOD

{ The Son knows W T ( The Holy Spirit }
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¢ Each person knows God perfectly and
distinctively (Matt. 11:27; 1 Cor. 2:10-11) from
his distinct personal perspective
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A(Personal Acts in God
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¢ Each person distinctively participates in God's

works B—URUEMFFANS5®IIE

[The Father plans}
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The Son =¥ W s ( The Holy Spmt
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AT he Trinity is Reflected in Lordship
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The Father X Authority
plans 11X AR
€{0)D > Lordship
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The Son ZF ~ The Spirit Z3& Control Presence
accomplishes SEAX = applies Ff{T 2E [E7E




/*Example of Lordship
£ SEANAIBIIE

But you, O LORD, are a shield about me, my
glory and the lifter of my head. (Ps. 3:3)
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AﬁPerspectzveS on God
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Control
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/ \ to control; N TEE
to be present F[EI1E

showing authority; ZEANGR
present by control & &7

AﬁPerspecnveS on God (2)
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APerspectiveS on God from Frame's Triad
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¢ Each perspective, if expanded, sees the fullness
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¢ Each perspective 1s distinct from ftl
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¢ Each perspective "indwell
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¢ Together, the three perspectives reflect the

Trinity



AT hree Olffices: Prophet, King, and Priest
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AOﬁ” ices as Perspectives on Jesus
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¢ Prophet %A ¢ Speaking BE
¢ King&X ¢ Ruling 81%
¢ Priest 3R&E] ¢ Blessings with

presence EEGE



/*Jesus F ulf llmg the Oﬁ" ices

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our
fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to
us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through
whom also he created the world. 3 He 1s the radiance of the
glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds
the universe by the word of his power. After making purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
(Heb. 1:1-3)
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/*Jesus Fulfilling the Offices (2)
eIV =EEH357 (2)

While he was 1n one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy.
And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, “Lord,
if you will, you can make me clean.” And Jesus stretched out his
hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediatelv
the leprosy left him. And he charged him to tell no one, but “go and
show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your

cleansing, as Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” (Luke 5:12-
14)
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AﬁOﬁ" ices in the Life of Jesus
EER SR E A P HY=EHR 7

¢ Teaching #% ¢ Prophet 5t
¢ Miracles 3k ¢ King #AX
¢ Death 3T ¢ Priest




A§ Perspectives on Christ
AENAINREE
Prophet teaching
/ \ by miracles {1

by death JETC

King ruling Priest blessing
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by powerful words AKBEIHIE ; by presence of words JHIB[EITE ;
by defeating death GXfEFET by presence of power A BE[ETE
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AT he Trinity is Reflected in the Triad for Office
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The Father prophet 7t Al
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a shield about me (verse 3)
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Exodus 132 M1c 17:5-6

And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking
with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the
staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will stand
before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock,
and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.
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/*Perspectives on a Text (2)
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¢ Each perspective, if expanded, sees the
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¢ Together, the three perspectives reflect the

Trinity =)
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Resources 225 (1)

¢ John M. Frame &) -M- {EImi% , "A Primer on

Perspectivalism A FEAl ] (Revised 2008

{217 )," https://frame-poythress.org/a-primer-
on-perspectivalism-revised-2008/

¢ Vern S. Poythress ;&{F 2

5, Symphonic

Theology: The Validity of Multiple Perspectives
in Theology (ZHHfHZE | #HFE A B EHHY
[F=1%) (reprint; Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R

Publishing, 2001)
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¢ John M. Frame 98§ ‘M- &Ixt8 , Theology in
Three Dimensions: A Guide to
Triperspectivalism and its Significance (=%
HzE | B RAEZXEA) (Phillipsburg,
NJ: P&R Publishing, 2017)

¢ Vern S. Poythress ;&f£2 , Knowing and the
Trinity: How Perspectives in Human
Knowledge Imitate the Trinity (NBS={i—
& . AERNRFRIMANARG=—%8)
(Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2018)
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