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1.1

SUMMARY  OF  COURSE  RESPONSIBILITIES
For your convenience I summarize here all of the assignments that you are responsible to 

complete in the course.

 1.  Various reading assignments accompany the different sections of the course outline, as follows:

 II. Foundations of biblical interpretation
Required: Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation 11-39 (history of interpretation)

Poythress, God-Centered Biblical Interpretation
Optional: Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation 40-60 (inspiration)

Van Til, An Introduction to Systematic Theology 117-259, especially 190-240.

 III. Basic steps in biblical interpretation
Required: Kuhatschek, How to Lead, chaps. 6-7 (basics of interpretation)
Optional: Kuhatschek, How to Lead, chaps. 3-5

Clowney, CM: Christian Meditation.

 IV. Application
Required: Allen, The Spontaneous Expansion of the Church chaps. 2,4,5 (pp. 6-17, 43-75) 

(hidden agenda in church life)
Optional: Stott, Between Two Worlds.

Herbert Schlossberg, Idols for Destruction.
Conn, “Theological Education,” WTJ 41 (1978-79) 324-63.
Zens, “Building Up the Body: One Man or One Another?” Baptist Reformation 
Review 10/2 (1981) 10-33.

 V. Historical and cultural background
Required: acquaint yourself with Longman, Old Testament Commentary Survey, and Carson, 

New Testament Commentary Survey.
Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation 113-132.

 VI. Historical purposes
 A. Time and history

Required: Dodd, According to the Scriptures, chaps. 1-2 (pp. 11-60) (NT use of the OT)
Dodd, chaps. 3-5 (pp. 61-138)

                             E. Earle Ellis, "How the New Testament Uses the Old," in Marshall, ed., New 
Testament Interpretation, pp. 209-214 (only the last section of the total 
article)

Greidanus, Sola Scriptura (skim) (redemptive-historical preaching)
Optional: Poythress, “Divine Meaning of Scripture,” WTJ 48 (1986) 241-79

Clowney, Preaching and Biblical Theology 15-17
Clowney, The Unfolding Mystery
Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation 133-166
Waltke, “A Canonical Process Approach to the Psalms,” in Tradition and Testament.
Vos, Biblical Theology
Trimp, Preaching



NT 123   I.  Course Arrangements 1.2

 B. Historical-critical method
Optional: Marshall, New Testament Interpretation 11-18 (questions raised in modern exegesis)

C.      Modern situationist and subjectivist hermeneutics
D.         Dispensationalism

Required: Poythress, Understanding Dispensationalists
Ryrie, Dispensationalism chap. 5 (79-95)

Optional: Allis, Prophecy and the Church,  chap. 2 (16-54) (dispensational hermeneutics)
Fairbairn, Interpretation of Prophecy
Blaising and Bock, Progressive Dispensationalism

E.    Typology
Required: Clowney, Preaching and Biblical Theology 98-112

Vos, Biblical Theology the part of chap. 8 on typology, 161-172 (1948) or 143-155 
(1975)

 VII. Words
Required: Silva, Biblical Words 17-32, 138-59 (lexical semantics)

Carson, Exegetical Fallacies 26-32 (2d ed. 28-33)
Optional: Carson, Exegetical Fallacies 32-90 (2d ed. 33-86)

Pike, Linguistic Concepts 40-65 (CVD)

 VIII.Relations between passages
Required: Poythress, Symphonic Theology
Recommended if you aren’t sure that you understand Silva and Carson:

Thiselton, “Semantics,” pp. 75-82, 85-88 in Marshall, New Testament Interpretation
Carson, Exegetical Fallacies 44-48
Barr, Semantics 206-238, 263-272 (words and concepts)

Optional: Silva, Biblical Words 101-135
Barr, Semantics 1-45, 107-140, 273-287

 IX. Syntax
Optional: Pike, Linguistic Concepts 1-38.

Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation 82-99
Goetchius, Language of the New Testament, chap. 3 (pp. 13-19) (linguistics of Greek)

 X. Large-scale organization
Optional: Poythress, “Propositional Relations,” in The New Testament Student and His Field.

Ryken, How to Read the Bible as Literature
Fee, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth

➽ 2.  Short analysis papers occur when we reach in the course outline:
III.E    VI.A    VII.C    VIII.H    IX.D    X.C    X.E

➽ 3.  The biblical-theological paper

➽ 4.  Final examination
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 A. Goals  of  the  course
 1. Here is the description from the WTS catalog:

Purpose: To grow in skill in understanding, interpreting, and applying the Bible.
Topics covered include prolegomena to biblical interpretation, principles and practice of biblical 
interpretation, and the question of hermeneutics in the historical-critical tradition.

 2. The basic goal is to become more skilled in understanding, interpreting, and 
applying the Bible. Upon completion of the course, a student should be able to:

a. start with a passage or a topic, and to proceed through analysis and 
prayer to prepare a sound and effective written presentation on the passage or topic.

b. understand the value of biblically sound presuppositions in biblical 
interpretation.

c. understand the interlocking of theology, hermeneutics, and exegesis.
 3. In the end, this goal includes all of our lives, and every course in the Seminary 

curriculum.
 4. Focus in this course is on the wide framework for interpreting the Bible, and on 

techniques useful in understanding particular facets of the Bible.
 5. Detail

The following is a more extended description of the course purposes.
The course NT 123 is a required course on the principles and practice of interpreting the Bible.  

Normally, students take this course in the spring of their first year at Westminster.
Every course at Westminster is related to our understanding of the Bible in some way.  So why do 

we need a separate course on principles for interpreting the Bible?  At Westminster, we do not provide 
students with ready-made answers to the meaning of every passage in the Bible.  Rather, we aim at 
providing tools by which people can discover those answers more and more effectively for themselves.  
The hermeneutics course is a foundational course in this very area.  And so, understandably, it interlocks 
with almost every other course in the curriculum.

What do we do in this course?  We examine a combination of two things.  First, we study general 
principles for interpretation.  We get these from the Bible’s own teaching about itself and its message.  
Second, we engage in the practice of interpretation and discuss difficulties and challenges presented by 
detailed features of the Bible.

In the first part of the course we concentrate more on general principles for interpretation.  We 
examine particularly what the Bible has to say about the task of interpretation, and about God’s over-all 
program in the history of redemption.  We focus particularly on the way in which the whole Bible 
witnesses to Christ.  The Old Testament looks forward to his coming and the New Testament reflects 
back on his coming in all its significance, including the promise of his Second Coming.

In the later part of the course we focus more on the practice of interpretation.  The practice is 
based on using the Bible in the original languages.  We discuss how to use effectively advanced lexicons 
and how to use advanced grammars.  We talk about how to pay attention to paragraphs and larger 
groupings of thought, how to use themes, how to integrate biblical teaching as a whole, and how to 
understand God’s program of progressively revealing himself in the course of the writing of the books of 
the Bible.

We use a particular text, from Isaiah 51-52, John 8, or 1 Thessalonians, to practice and illustrate 
many of the points.  But I also include discussion of some general features of language and meaning.  
This is in order to help us to sharpen our ability to weed out true interpretations from plausible but 
erroneous ones.  I also introduce several special techniques of my own devising.  These techniques are 
designed to help students to notice features and aspects of texts that are often neglected even by the best 
commentaries.  Students learn to be more accurate in their judgments about the meanings of words and 
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grammatical features, and to recognize structural and thematic connections between different parts of the
Bible, within a given book of the Bible, or within a given paragraph.  For this purpose, I endeavor to use 
all the resources of structural linguistics, discourse analysis, and literary studies.  But in agreement with 
the general stance of Westminster Seminary, ideas coming from our culture are transformed in order to 
bring them into subjection to Christ and the revelation of God given to us in the Bible.

People who wish to have more background for hermeneutics can read the book by Louis Berkhof 
entitled Principles of Biblical Interpretation.  Beyond that, the best preparations for hermeneutics are a 
good knowledge of English Bible, and experience in linguistics and literature.

6. This course contributes to the following learning goals for degrees:
a. Exhibit a deep love for the triune God, his word, his truth and his church and a 

Christ-like humility in relation to others. (M.Div.; MAR.)
b. Be able to exegete the text of scripture as given in the original languages. (M.Div.; 

MAR.)
c. Be able to understand and articulate the system of doctrine contained in the 

Westminster Standards and its importance for biblical, systematic, and practical theology, and 
integrate this system of doctrine into life and ministry. (M.Div.)

d. Be able to understand the particularity of cultural context and apply God’s 
eternal word to a changing world and to particular individuals and congregations. (M.Div.)

e. Understand the biblical principles of leadership and demonstrate potential 
for becoming a future leader in the church. (M.Div.)

f. Understand and articulate in writing a foundational knowledge of theological 
disciplines, including the scriptures, Reformed theology, church history and apologetics. (MAR.).

 B. Overview
For NT 123 you will need this syllabus.  In addition, you will receive in class a list of expected 

dates when assignments are due and an up-to-date bibliography.  A few other materials will be handed 
out in class at the appropriate times.  For references to articles and books, you will find full bibliographic
data in the bibliography handed out in class.

 C. Extra discussions
For the purpose of extra interaction and extra opportunity for discussion, I will offer 4-8 hour-long

sessions, scattered throughout the term, during which there can be open-ended discussion of matters 
being covered in the course. These sessions will be in addition to the normally scheduled course hours. 
Attendance is optional.

D. Assignments  and  grading  for  NT 123
 1. Reading assignments

The reading assignments are summarized on p. 1.1 and in a separate hand-out.  I have tried to 
arrange the course sequence so that we may accomplish the goals discussed in I.A.  For each section of 
the course, there is a corresponding reading assignments.  The dates indicate approximately when we will
discuss these matters in class and therefore when you should have completed the reading assignments.  
You are, of course, free to do assignments early and avoid a rush on reserve books.

See the bibliography, in the section entitled “6. General Bibliography,” for more complete 
bibliographic information on the book titles.

 2. The system of grading
I propose to base the final grade on three factors: (a) short analysis papers; (b) final; (c) one 

biblical-theological paper.
a) Short analysis papers.

These will be of various kinds, based on techniques developed in class.  They will usually be 
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graded satisfactory (full credit; 10 points) or unsatisfactory (0).  Please include your name and your box 
number on each paper.  Since these papers depend on the classroom lectures, I will announce an exact 
due date for each assignment at the time when the assignment is first discussed in class.  These papers 
are due at the beginning of class session on the due date.  Bring the papers to class.  (Do not put them in 
my box, unless you cannot make it to class.  Do not wait until later in the day.)  Late work will be 
accepted only when there is good excuse for the lateness, and when the late work still has some 
significant learning value.  If you wish to receive credit for late work due to sickness, emergency, or 
other contretemps, consult me.

b) Final exam.
Point score will be given, which will contribute roughly a third of the total grade.

c)  One biblical-theological paper.
You are to write a major biblical-theological paper on any one of the passages listed below for 

such a paper.  If you wish to take a passage other than those listed, you must obtain my approval.  Much 
of the material in the course lectures will be useful in analyzing the passage that you choose.  So you will
find it unwise to try to complete the paper too soon.  I recommend planning your schedule for the 
semester so that you have significant time during the month of April for researching and writing the 
paper.  Even at the beginning of the course you may choose a passage and study historical background, 
grammatical problems, textual problems, and think about the cross references and related passages.

Write a unified, readable paper including an exegesis of the passage and an explanation of any 
interpretive difficulties.  Also, give the reader some sense of what impact the passage has within its larger
literary and historical context.  Explore the redemptive-historical connections and the Christocentric 
bearing of the passage.  Write with an audience of fellow students in mind.  Minimal length is 5 pages; 
really good papers often run 20-30 pages.  There is no upper limit to length, but please don’t take any 
longer than the minimum length you need to say what you have to say.  Don’t pad or be long-winded.  I 
have to read a lot of papers!  On the other hand, don’t feel that you must squeeze out material that is 
genuinely relevant.  Take as much space as you genuinely need.

Letter grades will be given.  The grading on these papers will be rigorous.  B represents a 
well-done paper.  C represents minimal competence, but not real refinement.  A- represents real depth or 
originality (but not kookiness!).  I do sometimes give straight A’s and even A+’s on these papers.  But the
very highest grades are reserved for exceptionally good work.  Quite a few students do good jobs even on
their first experience with a biblical theological paper: the competition is keen.  I give only a few of the 
highest grades so that there will be stimulus for further improvement.

I am saying this so that you won’t be disappointed if the grade you receive doesn’t seem to 
acknowledge adequately all that you learned and all the work that you put in.  You will learn a lot!  You 
should also be aware that the grading for the course as a whole will not be as stringent on the upper end 
(A end) as is the grading on the biblical theological papers.

More detailed guidelines for the biblical-theological paper are included below.  Please especially 
note the part on plagiarism.  At the end of your paper you are required to include the follow words, 
together with your signature:

I understand and have not violated the Seminary’s position on plagiarism.

Please include your mailbox number as well as your name on the paper.  The Center for 
Theological Writing at courses.wts.edu has some sample papers from previous years, to let you have 
some examples of how you might proceed.

Late biblical-theological papers will be accepted, but seriously penalized.  If the paper is late 
because of sickness or another legitimate excuse, you must still inform me of the reason on or before the 
due date if possible.  Any paper (with or without excuse) submitted later than the end of exam period will
be accepted only if the student has received permission for an incomplete, through the normal procedures
maintained in the registrar’s office.
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Papers are due at 10:00 a.m. on the last day of class. Please submit your paper on time in two 
different formats: a hard copy should be delivered to my campus mailbox, and an electronic copy to the 
NT123 section of courses.wts.edu.

Write on one of the following passages:

 “fast start” intermediate “slow start”
Ps 46:4-7(Heb 5-8) Num 17:1-7 Gen 39:6b-12
Isa 54:1-3 Ps 112:6-10 Josh 6:15-19
Isa 42:1-3 John 9:1-5 2 Chron 23:12-15
Mic 4:1-2 Phil 2:14-18 Judges 3:15-23
1 Cor 3:10-15 Matt 14:22-33 1 Kings 13:1-6
Col 1:25-27 Joel 2:3-5
Rev 22:1-2 Obad 10-14

1 Sam 4:4-11

The passages above are classified with respect to the kind of connections that they have with 
major themes of the Bible as a whole.  “Fast start” passages are passages where it is easy to get started 
exploring the connections, but difficult to stop (because the number of connections keeps multiplying).  
The “slow start” passages are passages where it is more difficult to get started, but somewhat easier to 
stop.  None of these are necessarily “easier,” because I try to take into account the difficulty of the 
passage when I assign a grade.

      3. Long-range goal
All of us realize that the grading system does not test very well the education that contributes to 

making pastors and other servants of the kingdom of God.  I would urge you to focus on long-range 
learning and maturing.  Treat this system as a framework which you may use flexibly, focusing primarily 
on serving the Lord, not man.
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            4.  GUIDELINES  FOR  BIBLICAL-THEOLOGICAL  PAPERS
 a. Plagiarism

In writing the paper do not use other people’s ideas or words without acknowledgment.  Most of 
you need no reminder of this rule.  But a few have not had previous training in Western standards for 
college essay writing.  From now on, at Westminster and afterwards, please use care.

Most of you will eventually hold positions of some prominence in the church.  In your position, 
worldly society will hold you responsible for high standards.  The world will be delighted if it can accuse 
you of dishonesty or theft, even if this was far from your intention.

Therefore, follow these standards: (a) Suppose that you paraphrase a sentence or a paragraph from 
another source.  That is, suppose you read a sentence or a paragraph of value and want to include the gist 
of it at some spot in your paper.  You do so by copying the thought but rephrasing it in your own words.  
In such cases, cite the page you used, but do not use quotation marks.  In indicating the source of your 
idea, use one of the standard footnoting systems described in the WTS Library handbook for writing 
theses.  (b) If, in situation (a), you wish to use a key phrase, a clause, a sentence, or the general wording 
of your source, copy the wording you want exactly (or with ellipsis marks to indicate omissions), and use 
quotation marks.  Once again, use one of the standard footnoting systems described in the Library 
handbook.  (c) In oral presentations, standards are more relaxed.  But try to give credit where credit is 
due.

Further explanations and examples of plagiarism can be found in the “Statement on Plagiarism” on 
the Westminster Theological Seminary website, 
<http://www.wts.edu/resources/westminster_center_for_theolog/plagiarism.html>.

In papers for me, clear-cut violations of these standards will lead to an F.  The Seminary has 
further penalties of its own, beginning with suspension for one year.

 b. Things that I like:
1.  Careful attention to each verse of the passage.

2.  Attention to how the passage as a whole fits together.
3.  Attention to the influence of the immediate context in the book, both literary and historical.

4.  Viewing the passage in the light of major concerns, emphases, themes, and other illumination 
provided by the book as a whole (very important).

5.  Awareness and reflection on any allusions to other passages of Scripture.
6.  Seeing the whole of Scripture from the point of view of this verse, but in a way that emphasizes 
the remoteness of what is only remotely connected, and utilizes the lines laid down by (1)-(3).
7.  Distinguishing what an earlier audience could have understood from connections that may now 
be seen by us.

 c. Things to which I am relatively indifferent:
1.  How many footnotes you have.  (I suggest cutting footnotes to zero by including Scriptural 
references in the text, and citing sources using the author-date system.  The library has guidelines 
for this system.)

2.  How many commentaries you cite in notes or bibliography.
3.  Whether you use the “right” commentaries.

4.  What format you have.  (But many people have found it useful to develop a separate section for 
part b.6 or for discussion of some particular topic at length.  I do care that the material be readable 
and organized in such a way that the arguments are presented with cogency.)
5.  Whether you discuss at any length harmonistic problems and objections by liberals.

6.  Whether you go into grammatical minutiae (except as these may bear on a major interpretive 
question).
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7.  Whether you make preaching-type applications.
8.  Whether you provide an extended introduction and discussion of the setting (though these 
matters ought to be brought up at any point at which they illumine a particular verse or particular 
idea).

9.  How long your paper is.

 d. Things that may sink your grade:
1.  Neglecting to comment at all about an important verse.

2.  Majoring on minors.
3.  Missing a key OT background or background from the book in question, for a given verse.

4.  Approaching the passage from the framework of systematic theology in a way that overwhelms 
many of the fine nuances of the passage (e.g., reading in “standard Reformed interpretations” with 
no redemptive-historical appreciation).
5.  Keeping your nose too exclusively fixed on one text (b.1-3), or too exclusively on the whole of 
Scripture (b.6), or doing both without distinguishing the two, or doing both without showing an 
organic connection between the two.

6.  Giving priority in interpretation to a reconstructed situation about which you suppose the 
narrative to be speaking, rather than to the narrative itself as it comes from author to reader.  (This 
is particularly a danger in interpreting Gospels, if you try to base interpretation on a harmonistic 
reconstruction rather than on any one Gospel.)

7.  Etymologizing.
8.  Emphasizing verbal parallels more than conceptual (real) parallels.

9.  Making the passage speak more definitely, more precisely than what it will bear.

e. Grading guidelines

Grade Description for NT exegetical and biblical-theological papers:  
A  An outstanding and thoughtful piece of work, showing evidence of superior research, 
judiciously weighing alternative interpretations, presenting evidence and arguments, and 
discussing contexts appropriately and thoroughly. The student has shown insights which are 
well-supported by cogent and profound arguments.  
B  A standard, good piece of work which fulfills the assignment and shows a good grasp of the 
basic principles. There is substantial evidence of ability to do research on a passage, analyze, 
weigh options, present evidence, and utilize skills developed in the course.
C  This work is satisfactory but is lacking in a significant area and does not show a grasp of some 
basic principles.  
D  There are serious problems with this work, though it is still passable. It represents a poor 
performance in comprehending the passage and meeting the requirements in analyzing it in 
context; it only meets the minimal standard of the professor.  
F  This work is unacceptable and fails to meet the requirements of the assignment.  
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 D. Important  miscellaneous  information  on  the  
course
 1. Please note the first few sets of reading assignments, p. 1.1

Make sure Allen, The Spontaneous Expansion of the Church, chapters 
2,4,5, is done early.

Some of the later exercises are based on Isaiah 51:17-23 or 52:7-12.  If 
your Hebrew is shaky, you may want to go over these two passages beforehand 
in Hebrew.  Familiarize yourself with vocabulary and parsing for the passage.

 2. Prerequisite for this course is NT 111, NT 013 (in progress), OT 013 (in 
progress)

 3. Organization of the course
II. is foundations.  The rest is application of these foundations.
Under application, we will start slowly, and build up.
We will go through the process of interpretation three times.
We go once through the steps in interpretation in III.A-E., once in III.F., 

and a final time in the whole rest of the course (IV-XI).
 4. Asking questions.

Because of the large class size, please try to restrict yourself in class to 
questions of clarification and questions that you are sure many other people have 
on their minds.  I would also encourage you to submit written questions to me.  
Whenever such written questions are of wider interest, I intend to answer one or 
two at the beginning of each class hour (without revealing the names of students 
asking them).  However, please sign the questions if you want to make sure that 
I am able to respond to you outside of class on a question that may not be of 
wider interest or may not be within the scope of the course.  If you wish to 
pursue questions that are outside of general interest, please also feel free to come 
to see me during my office hours.

 5. Office hours
 6. Electronic resources

The various course materials are available on the internet at: 
<http://campus.wts.edu/homepages/VPoythress/courses.html>.

 7. Regularly bring to class an English Bible and the class syllabus.
 8. My approach as a teacher

 a. This course is in many ways introductory in nature.  I hope to provide 
many key answers, but not all answers.

 b. My approach emphasizes the scientific rather than poetic mentality, 
rationality rather than intuition.  Both are in fact necessary.  I teach 
method and hope that intuition comes in time.  Be patient with early 
stages of method.

 c. As the section on foundations makes clear, any formalizable method is 
subordinate to the essentially unformalizable task of individual and 
corporate sanctification.  In terms of importance, we should devote the 
greatest share of attention to cultivating piety and knowledge of God.  
But since this concern is in various respects the goal of every aspect of 
church life and of every course in the curriculum, it will not be the 
special focus in this course.

 d. I have a tendency to say things that are important only once.

 9. Your responsibilities as a student
Proper Bible study demands prayer, work, and transformation of life 
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(see diagram).
Sterrett, p. 16:

We recognize that we must read the Word of God prayerfully, seeking the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit,  and we know that God gives understanding in answer to prayer,  but  it  is  a  
mistake to conclude that Bible study is unnecessary.  God gave the Israelites water from a 
rock when Moses struck it with his rod, but this was exceptional.  God required Abraham  
and Jacob to do the hard work of digging wells.  The water came  from God in answer to 
prayer, and  through hard work.  We must not let our natural tendency to avoid work and 
hard thinking deceive us.

God  can  give  both  supernaturally  or  naturally.   He  has  given  us  minds  with  which  to  
understand him, and he asks us to cleanse them and use them.
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I.  Course Arrangements
What can I expect?

What are the
assignments?

How is it
organized?

The Challenge
The Bible says
that Jesus is the 

only way to God.
That’s just your 
interpretation!

A.  Goals for the Course

The Basic Goal

Skill
in interpreting

the Bible

 The basic goal is for you to become more skilled 
in understanding, interpreting, and applying the 
Bible.

Achieving the Goal
All of life, and every course in the 
Seminary curriculum, should promote 
the basic, comprehensive goal. 

Within NT 123, we focus on:

broad theological
framework for
interpretation

techniques useful
for particular

aspects of study
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B.  Overview

Basic Guides
 Get the syllabus at WTS bookstore.
 Electronic files:  

http://campus.wts.edu/homepages/VPoythre
ss/nt123/nt123.html

 Handout indicates expected due dates.
 Handout includes bibliography.
My handout for the first day indicates expected due 
dates for all assignments, and includes a 
bibliography of writings on various aspects of 
hermeneutics.

Course Responsibilities

 See pp. 1.1-1.2 in the Syllabus. C.  Assignments and Grading

Kinds of Assignments
 Reading assignments are summarized on 

pp. 1.1-1.2.
 Short analysis papers will be assigned as we 

reach the appropriate point in the lectures.
 A final exam will cover the whole course.
 You will write one biblical-theological 

paper.

D.  Important Information
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Prerequisites

 NT 101, 103  New Testament Introduction.
 NT 013 or equivalent (Greek), completed or 

in progress.
 OT 013 or equivalent (Hebrew), completed 

or in progress.

NT 123 requires as prerequisites:

 Start on Reading Assignments
 Reading assignments are given on pp. 1.1-1.2.
 Try to keep up, and read the assignments 

before I discuss the topic in class.
 Roland Allen’s book and Dodd’s are out of 

print.  Leave time so that not everyone wants 
to use the library copies at the same time.

Prepare for Exercises
 Some exercises are based on Isaiah 

51:17-23 or 52:7-12.  Familiarize yourself 
beforehand with the Hebrew.

Be ready!

In Class
 Bring the NT 123 syllabus.
 Bring an English Bible.

Needless
excess!

  

The Syllabus
 The syllabus contains almost all the visual 

materials shown on screen.
 In class, listen and take notes without 

referring to the syllabus.
 But when we come to exercises, use it.

Think!

Asking Questions
 I value interaction.
 But the class is large.
 Ask only for

• clarification
• when you think others have the same question.

?
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Other Routes for Questions
 You may see me during posted office hours. 
 You may put written questions in my mail 

box.  (Sign in order to be sure of a reply.)
• If the question is of wider interest, I may 

answer it in class (but without 
mentioning the student name).

• Or I may give you a written answer or 
invite you to an office hour conversation.

I. Course Arrangements

II. Foundations of Biblical Interpretation

III. Basic Steps in Biblical Interpretation

Organization of the Course

Introduction: what we are doing now

Theological framework for interpreting

Techniques.
Section III is basic,
   and later sections expand on it.

Steps in Interpretation
 We go through the entire process of 

interpretation three times.
• First time through: elementary

III. C.  Three Steps in Interpretation
• Second time through: intermediate

III. F. Steps for sermon preparation
• Third time through: elaborate

IV.-XI.  Particular topics

Don't
get lost!

Focusing In
1 2 3Three  Elementary Steps:

Finer Focus: 1 2 3 4 5
abc abcde abcde abc

Finest Focus: 2d 3b

concentrate on difficult and challenging areas

My Approach as a Teacher
 It is an introductory course.
 I emphasize scientific rather than poetic 

mentality, rationality rather than intuition.  
(Both are significant.  I focus on the one 
that is more teachable.)

 Method is subordinate to sanctity.
 I may say important things only once.

Simplicity

Accessible ideas

With depth
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Your Responsibilities as a 
Student

Work Prayer

Transformation
of Life
transfer
to others

give them bread, not a bakery!

Not just
intellectual

Attentiveness

 Courtesy to teacher
 Depth and application
 No internet or computer games or cell 

phones

Multitasking?

 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting 
the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making wise the simple.

More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than 
much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and 
the honeycomb.

The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing 
the heart; The commandments of the LORD 
is pure, enlight’ning the eyes.

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for 
ever; The judgments of the LORD are true,     
  and righteous altogether.
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Creation of Man

• Image of God (Gen 1:26-28)
• Intrinsically imitative of God in knowledge
• Capable of understanding God's word

Kinds of Human Nature

• Original innocence (Adam, Eve, Gen 2:25)
• Fallen, unregenerate
• Fallen, regenerate
• Christ in his human nature in humiliation
• Christ in exaltation
• Consummate, perfected saints
• Consummate reprobates (hell)  

The Antithesis (Kuyper)

Regenerate Unregenerate

• Loves God
• Submits to Christ
• Submits to God's word
• Thinks God's thoughts

• Hates God
• Self governed
• Critical
• Autonomous

Common Grace
(Mixed Results)

• Made in the image of God
• Lives in God's world
• Knows God (Rom 1)
• Receives gracious benefits
• Lives on "borrowed 

capital"

Regenerate Unregenerate

• Still sinful
• Gradual growth
• Sinful in 

interpretation

Implications for Society

• Two religions (with compromises and mixes)
• Two ways for sciences (with mixes)
• Two ways for politics
• Two ways for arts
• Two ways for family, marriage, business
• Two ways for biblical interpretation!
• Mitigated by common grace

Implications for Interpretation

• Implicit antithesis since Eden
• Orthodoxy versus heresy
• Liberalism/modernism as heresy
• Thorough renewal in progress
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6.  Function of Hermeneutics6.  Function of Hermeneutics

Distinguish HermeneuticsDistinguish Hermeneutics

Exegetical

Hermeneutical

Theological

focus onfocus on
a a passagepassage

focus onfocus on
a a topictopic

focus onfocus on
methodmethod

Danger of DominanceDanger of Dominance

Exegetical

Hermeneutical

Theological

BultmannBultmann

RomanRoman
CatholicismCatholicism

AmericanAmerican
FundamentalismFundamentalism

Troubles.

Hermeneutical Interaction

Exegetical

Hermeneutical

Theological

Spiral Progress in 
Interpretation

Biblical-
exegetical

theological hermeneutical

Holy Spirit
as guarantee

Pastoral Application of 
Relations between Disciplines

Pastoral Application of 
Relations between Disciplines

• Find the underlying root of a dispute.

The verse can't
possibly mean that!

What are your
theological assumptions?

What is your
hermeneutics?



































 

 1

III. Basic Steps in Biblical Interpretation
3.2

Obstacles to Interpretation

Christian veneer

 MisunderstandingMisunderstanding  2 Pet. 3:16  2 Pet. 3:16 liberals, cults

 InactionInaction James 1:22James 1:22 dead orthodoxy

 IgnoranceIgnorance              2 Kings 22:132 Kings 22:13

C.  Basic Steps in 
Interpretation

Elementary
but important.

1.  Defining Interpretation in 
Three Steps

Remedy for the Obstacles

 Observation
 Elucidation (earlier 

called "interpretation")
 Application

 Ignorance
 Misunderstanding

 Inaction

Solution.

Defining the Three Steps

 What does it say?
 What does it mean?
 How does it change me?

 Observation
 Elucidation
 Application

We need
all three.

Illustration:
 Bezalel in Exod. 31

 Listen: what does God say 
to describe the ark?

 Think about it: how does the 
description all fit together, 
and how can I bring the 
design about in production?

 Do it!  Bezalel produces the 
ark.

 Observation

 Elucidation

 Application
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2.  Importance of 
Observation

PARIS

IN THE

THE SPRING

Defamiliarizing the Text

 When we have read the Bible, many 
passages may become “overfamiliar.”  We 
think that we know what they say and cease 
to observe what they really say.

 How do we make ourselves “look again”?
 Do not shortcut the observation step.

Open your eyes!

3.  An Example from
Ephesians 2:1-10
See the attached pages

3.3a and 3.3b.

4.  Distinguishing
the Three Steps

What distinguishes observation, 
elucidation, and application?

Observation
 Note each word, each phrase, and each 

arrangement of words into sentences.
 Ask who, what, when, where, how:

❖When and where did this happen?
❖Who is mentioned?
❖What are they doing?

 Ask all kinds of questions, particularly, “What 
does this word mean, and what does it contribute 
to the passage?”

 Answer questions whose answer is obvious.
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Elucidation

 Answer questions raised under 
“Observation.”

 Unpack any obscurities.
 Note how the parts reinforce and qualify 

one another.
 Make inferences about general principles 

embodied in the passage.
 Draw conclusions about the main points 

and overall structure of the passage.

Wrestle!

Application

 Ask and answer questions about what you 
should believe or do on the basis of the 
passage.

 Do what you have seen you should do.

Don't stay in bed!

5.  Teaching the Three Steps

 If you become a teacher of the Bible, have 
blocks in your schedule for teaching 
hermeneutical principles.

 The three steps above are
simple enough to be taught
and practiced by laymen.

 See books by Sterrett and Oletta Wald for 
further resources.

Pass it on!

D.  Correlation: a Fourth Step

 “Correlation” means examining how one 
passage fits in with other passages on the 
same topic or theme.

 Correlation is a fourth step inserted between 
Elucidation and Application.

 If you wish to concentrate only on one 
passage, Correlation can distract.

 But if your purposes are broader it may be 
useful.

E.  Practicing the Three 
Steps

1.  An Example: Ephesians 
2:1-10

See attached sheets.
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IV. Appreciating Responsibility for Application

Constant Correction of “Errors”Constant Correction of “Errors”

➤ Incompetence of laymen.Incompetence of laymen.
➤ Importance of minutiae.Importance of minutiae.
➤Fear of general priesthood of believers.Fear of general priesthood of believers.
➤Superior value of formal correctness over Superior value of formal correctness over 

motivation and embodied truth.motivation and embodied truth.

What if you constantly correct supposed What if you constantly correct supposed 
errors in attempts by laymen to express errors in attempts by laymen to express 
doctrine?doctrine?

What bad might you communicate?What bad might you communicate?

Uh oh.

Superiority of Reformed 
Doctrine
Superiority of Reformed 
Doctrine

➤ Spiritual pride.Spiritual pride.
➤ Security in your understanding of truth.Security in your understanding of truth.
➤ Seminary-trained teacher as oracle.Seminary-trained teacher as oracle.
➤ Inability to extend fellowship to general Inability to extend fellowship to general 

evangelicals.evangelicals.

What if you teach the superiority of Reformed What if you teach the superiority of Reformed 
doctrine? What bad effects could result?doctrine? What bad effects could result?

  Is Reformed doctrine superior?Is Reformed doctrine superior?
Not if you make yourself superior by means of it.Not if you make yourself superior by means of it.

Teaching Infant BaptismTeaching Infant Baptism

➤People despise and suspect those who do not People despise and suspect those who do not 
agree.agree.

➤Enhance separation with baptists, further Enhance separation with baptists, further 
exacerbating divisions in the body of Christ.exacerbating divisions in the body of Christ.

What if you teach the biblical basis for infant What if you teach the biblical basis for infant 
baptism?  What bad effects might result?baptism?  What bad effects might result?

  Why not teach the baptistic view as well?Why not teach the baptistic view as well?

Conducting ArgumentsConducting Arguments

➤ See Roger Nicole, “How to Deal with See Roger Nicole, “How to Deal with 
Those Who Differ from Us.”Those Who Differ from Us.”

➤ John Newton, "On Controversy."John Newton, "On Controversy."
➤We need zeal for truth in a relativistic and We need zeal for truth in a relativistic and 

pragmatistic age.pragmatistic age.
➤But it is to be combined with zeal for loving But it is to be combined with zeal for loving 

and binding together the body.and binding together the body.
You can win the

argument and
lose the person!

Encouraging Lay MinistryEncouraging Lay Ministry

➤Will we risk seeing mistakes, failures, and Will we risk seeing mistakes, failures, and 
aberrations through lay ministry?aberrations through lay ministry?

➤Humility, not errorlessness, gives health to Humility, not errorlessness, gives health to 
the church.the church. Looks scary!

➤Compare it with a carpenter.  Will he letCompare it with a carpenter.  Will he let
his son use a hammer for the first time?his son use a hammer for the first time?

Roland Allen’s ChallengeRoland Allen’s Challenge

➤We want zeal.We want zeal.
➤But not too But not too 

much.much.

➤Spirit’s more vigorous Spirit’s more vigorous 
revivals escape human revivals escape human 
control.control.

Typical desireTypical desire
for controlfor control Allen’s counselAllen’s counsel

Maybe my plans
are not the same

as the Holy Spirit's.
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VI. Dealing with Historical Purposes of God
6.1

Required Reading Assignments

 Dodd, According to the Scriptures

 Ellis, “How the NT Uses the Old,” pp. 209-214

 Greidanus, Sola Scriptura (skim) (redemptive-
historical preaching)

 Poythress, Understanding Dispensationalists
 Ryrie, Dispensationalism ch. 5 (79-95)
 Clowney, Preaching and Biblical Theology 98-112
 Vos, Biblical Theology, the part of ch. 8 on 

typology, 161-172 (1948) or 143-155 (1975)   

Where Are We?
 1.  Preliminary acquaintance with the text
 2.  Exegesis in the original setting
 3.  Relations with other passages
 4.  Role in redemptive history
 5.  Application

 The narrow historical circumstances (V) fit 
into the broad pattern of redemptive 
historical purposes of God

Purposes for this Section

 Do not read the Bible “flat.”
time

 Appreciate progressive revelation.

revelation

 Appreciate progressive acts of salvation.

working salvation A big
challenge!

A.  Time and History

Reading Assignments on History
 Required:

– Dodd, According to the Scriptures
– Ellis, “How the NT Uses the Old,” pp. 209-214
– Greidanus, Sola Scriptura (skim) (redemptive-

historical preaching)
 Optional:

– Johnson, Him We Proclaim: Preaching Christ ...
– Poythress, “Divine Meaning of Scripture”
– Clowney, Preaching and Biblical Theology 15-17
– Clowney, The Unfolding Mystery
– Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation 133-166
– Waltke, “A Canonical Process Approach … ”
– Vos, Biblical Theology

1.  Meaning of “Redemptive 
History”
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6.1

12.  How to “Preach” a Historical 
Text

What Is the Controversy?
 How do you preach from OT history?
 In Greidanus’ book, redemptive-historical 

preaching vs. exemplary preaching.

redemptive-
historical exemplary

What happened
once-for-all

in God’s plan?

What examples
and lessons

are there
for us?

Exemplary Approach

 How are human beings then like us now? 

analogy

nowthen

David kills
 Goliath

analogy you be
brave for God

Value of Exemplary Approach

 Builds on natural 
sense of identifying 
with other people.

 Direct, forceful 
application.

 Man-centered.
 Moralistic; no 

gospel.
 No Christ.

pluses minuses

Problems.

Preparation Approach

 How did God work history forward through 
the events, with you in mind?

you
unique
event

God

control

David delivered
Israel

as a step in  preparing
a national context

for Christ’s coming

Senses of “Redemptive History”

 Greydanus calls the preparation approach 
“redemptive-historical” preaching.

 The term used within the controversy in 
Holland.

 At Westminster, we use the term to indicate 
sensitivity to the historical outworking of 
God’s purposes.

 We do not narrowly endorse all the 
particulars of the earlier Dutch movement.



  

 2

NT 123 Hermeneutics

VI. Dealing with Historical Purposes of God
6.2

Value of Preparation Approach

 Recognizes 
progressive and 
unrepeatable character 
of God’s working.

 Sets text in its 
historical context.

 God-centered.

 May remove any 
sense of 
commonality.

 May degenerate into 
a lecture and never 
get to application.

 Not wholly Christ-
centered.

pluses minuses

Approach by God's Character

 What does the passage show about God?

revelatory
text

God

showing

you

always the same

God was powerful
and faithful to
deliver David

God is still powerful
and faithful to
deliver You

Value of God's-Character Approach

 Thoroughly God-
centered.

 Underlines truth 
holding now.

 May eliminate history.
 May remain remote from 

human struggle and 
doubt.

 May degenerate into a 
lecture on doctrine and 
never get to application.

 Not wholly Christ-
centered.

pluses minuses

Typological Approach

 How is this a type of Christ?  (For example, 
how do mediators point to Christ?)

deliverance

God

mediates typical
reference

David killed
earthly enemy

Christ destroys
the kingdom

of Satan

Value of Typological Approach

 Thoroughly 
Christ-centered.

 Underlines unity 
of the plan of 
salvation.

 Preaches the 
gospel.

 May sublimate the earlier 
story.

 May neglect original 
context.

 May neglect application.

pluses minuses

Fulfillment Approach

 How does this narrative point to Christ as a 
surpassing fulfillment?

 Like the typological approach, but accenting 
the differences and the uniqueness of 
Christocentric fulfillment.

David temporarily
suppressed an
earthly enemy

Christ destroyed
forever the

ultimate enemy
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6.3

David you

Exemplary bypass

Comparing Approaches

 Do we bypass Christ and his work?

fulfillment
in Christ

Some Validity in All Approaches
 All the approaches use legitimate points of 

comparison, within a world that God 
created with many avenues of analogy: 
man, history, God, mediation, fulfillment.

 Within the NT one may find appeals to the 
OT that resemble all the approaches.

 At the heart of NT theology and preaching 
is Christocentric fulfillment.

 Hence make an effort to use the fulfillment 
approach as central to your ministry.

Merging Approaches in Fulfillment

fulfill-
ment

exemplary imitate Christ

preparation
Christ surpasses

the old

God's 
character

Christ supremely
reveals God

typological Christ the antitype

How Approaches Merge in 
Fulfillment

 Exemplary: imitate Christ who fulfills the 
human pattern.

 preparation: the old prepares for Christ who 
surpasses it.

 God's character: Christ supremely reveals 
the Trinitarian God.

 Typological: emphasize correspondences 
with the old. 

Is OT Preaching Too Hard for Us?

 You already know, 1 John 2:22-27.
 Learn by meditating, Psalm 1.
 Start with OT passages quoted in the NT.
 Move to passages next door.
 Be vulnerable.  Be willing to acknowledge 

error or sin.

Courage!

13.  Diachronic Analysis

See attached explanation.
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Reading Assignment on Typology

• Required:
– Clowney, Preaching and Biblical 

Theology 98-112
– Vos, Biblical Theology, the part of chap. 

8 on typology, 161-172 (1948) or 143-
155 (1975).

1.  Bibliography of Typology

• Fairbairn, Patrick.  The Typology of 
Scripture (classic).

• Davidson, Richard M.  Typology in 
Scripture, 1981.

• Meek, James A.  “Toward a Biblical 
Typology,” Th.M. thesis, WTS, 1981.

2. Definitions of Key Terms
Analogy

• Robertson: “similarity of circumstances.”
• “likeness of persons, events, places, etc.”
• A recurrent principle in redemptive history.

• Does not require NT fulfillment.
• Illustrations:

–Compare Gen. 50:20 to Acts 2:23
–Heb. 11

truth

symbol

Symbolism

• Robertson: “A material represen-
tation of redemptive truth.”

• “An earthly representation of divine truth.”
• Has meaning at the time.
• Illustration: manna symbolizes God’s daily care.

Type

• Robertson: “a prophetical embodiment of 
redemptive truth anticipating the history 
and consummation of God’s purposes”

• “A symbol pointing to a fulfillment”

truth

symbol

Truth
fulfilled• Illustration:

   the tabernacle
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8.6

False Reasoning from a Concept

περιποίησις
in 1 Pet. 2:9

περιποίησις
in Eph. 1:14

same word“possessing” “possessing”

?

same
concept

God possesses 
the church

God possesses 
the church

Valid Reasoning from Lexicon

περιποίησις
in Eph. 1:14

lexicon

“preserving, 
obtaining, 
possessing”

God possesses us
we possess God

ORdecide by
context

Reasoning from Context

  Eph. 1:14: Eph. 1:14: ὃ ἐστιν ἀρραβὼν τῆς 
κληρονομίας ἡμῶν, εἰς ἀπολύτρωσιν 
τῆς περιποιήσεως, εἰς ἔπαινον τῆς 
δόξης αὐτοῦ.

God possesses us
we possess Godwe possess God

Eph. 1:3-14
is about our

blessings
  Answer: context points to saints’ inheritanceAnswer: context points to saints’ inheritance
—a different a different conceptconcept from 1 Pet. 2:9. from 1 Pet. 2:9.

Got it.

E.  Analyzing Theological 
Dictionaries

Background for TDNT

●Gerhard Kittel, ed., Theological 
Dictionary of the New Testament 
(TDNT) is the chief example, but others 
could be used.

●Kittel, and later Gerhard Friedrich, are 
general editors.  But various German 
scholars authored individual entries.

●You need repeatedly to ask whether 
word or concept is being discussed.  
Watch for confusion between the two.

TDNT 1:214 (on ἀκολουθέω)

   Because it signifies following 
the Messiah, this discipleship 
is essentially a religious gift.  
ἀκολουθεῖν means 
participation in the salvation 
offered in Jesus.  In Lk. 9:61f. 
only he who εὐθετός ἐστιν τῇ 
βασιλείᾳ τοῦ θεοῦ can 
achieve ἀκολουθεῖν.

concept

word

= “to follow”

should have
“discipleship,”

the concept

Kittel:
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Reading AssignmentsReading Assignments
�Optional:

�Poythress and Grudem, Gender-
Neutral Bible Controversy, especially 
chap. 4.

�Ryken, The Word of God in English

  

CautionsCautions

�Language is complex and deep.

�We do not see everything.

�My own account is sketchy.

Quick solutions
are suspect.

  

Why Look at Translations?Why Look at Translations?

�For your own use.

�For advising others.

�We will look at English examples.  
You can extend the principles to other 
languages and cultures.

  

1.  Goals of Translation1.  Goals of Translation

  

Possible Purposes of Possible Purposes of 

TranslationsTranslations
�A help for Greek and Hebrew

�Illustration of cultural relevance
�Cottonpatch NT

�Letters to Street Christians

�The Message

�Continuous reading

�Study of cross-references

�General

Many goals.

  

Possible AudiencesPossible Audiences

�Audiences with lower skills

�Children�s Bibles

�Bible in Basic English

�Audiences with high skills (college 
graduate): NEB

�Using ecclesiastical tradition

�General
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2.  Changing Language Form2.  Changing Language Form

Ephesians 3:16Ephesians 3:16

�that according to the riches of his glory 
he may grant you to be strengthened 
with power through his Spirit in your 
inner being ...� (ESV)

An Example: Eph. 3:16An Example: Eph. 3:16

�      ���� �� ���	��
 ��
 �
��
 ����	

��according-to the wealth of-the glory his� (intrl.)

��according to the riches of his glory� (KJV, ESV)

��out of his glorious riches� (NIV)

��from his glorious, unlimited resources� (NLT)

interlinear: copies form, with ungrammatical results.

literal method: meaning and form--minimal changes

natural-idiom method: finds natural English idiom

paraphrastic method: rephrases basic idea   

Comparison of Methods (1)Comparison of Methods (1)

�according-to the 
wealth of-the glory his�

�exact copy

�ungrammatical

�unclear

�words correspond

�strange

�fairly clear

Interlinear

�according to the
riches of his glory�

Literal

Improvements.

  

Comparison of Methods (2)Comparison of Methods (2)

��out of his 
glorious riches�

�some word relations

�ordinary English

�clear

� ideas only

�easy

�clear

�from his glorious,
unlimited resources�

ParaphraseNatural idiom

Loss?

Spectrum of MethodsSpectrum of Methods

copy grammar restructure grammar

inter-
linear

literal
natural
idiom

para-
phrase

easier
English

problems?
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NuancesNuances

�according to the
riches of his glory�

Literal

OT: 
God appears 
in splendor

and brightness

�out of his 
glorious riches�

Natural idiom

idea of 
glory in OT?

proportion?

nuances lost

Nuances in ParaphraseNuances in Paraphrase

�according to the
riches of his glory�

Literal

�from his glorious,
unlimited resources�

Paraphrase

idea of 
lack of limit?

idea of
riches gone?

nuances changed

An Example: 2 Sam. 5:19An Example: 2 Sam. 5:19

�  (2 Sam. 5:19)  ���� �� �� ��	 
� �� 
�  
��?-you-give-them into-hand-my� (interlinear)

��Will you give them into my hand?� (ESV)

��Will you hand them over to me?� (NIV 1984)

literal method: meaning and form--minimal changes

natural-idiom method: finds natural English idiom

EvaluationEvaluation

�Paraphrase is easier, but less nuanced.

�Choose ease or accuracy, but not both.

� Is the most literal always most accurate?

Loss and

gain.

Spectrum of Methods (2)Spectrum of Methods (2)

copy grammar restructure grammar

inter-
linear

literal
natural
idiom

para-
phrase

more
obscure?

problems
here?

3. Conveying Meaning3. Conveying Meaning
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An Example: Prov. 23:16 An Example: Prov. 23:16 

�  ���� ���� �	 
�� �� 
�� �� �� (Prov. 23:16)

��and-will-exult kidneys-my� (interlinear)

��Yea, my reins shall rejoice� (KJV)

��My inmost being will exult� (ESV; etc.)

�kidneys are site of emotion

literal method: meaning and form--minimal changes

conservative (�essentially literal�) method: 
when form is unclear, change for the sake of meaning   

Comparison of Methods (3)Comparison of Methods (3)

�obscure

�words correspond

� less strange

�clear

�my kidneys 
will exult�

Literal

q words correspond

q strange

�my inmost being 
will exult�

Conservative

Improvements.

Footnotes Add InformationFootnotes Add Information

�My inmost being1 will exult� (ESV)

1Hebrew my kidneys

When to Change FormWhen to Change Form

�Change to make grammatical.

�Change to indicate meaning.

�But questionable whether one should 
change for ease.

An Example: 1 Peter 1:13An Example: 1 Peter 1:13
�      ��������	�
� �
� ������ ���

 ����
��� ����

��up-girding the loins of the mind-your� (interl.)

��gird up the loins of your mind� KJV

� literal equivalence

��preparing your minds for action1� ESV

�conservative equivalence

1Greek girding up the loins of your mind

  

An Example: Eph. 1:18An Example: Eph. 1:18

�     � ����� ��� ����	�� ���
�  (Eph. 1:18)

��the hope of-the calling his�

� interlinear

��the hope of his calling� KJV, NKJV, NASB

� literal equivalence

��the hope to which he has called you� RSV, 
ESV, NIV, NRSV, NEB, GNB

�conservative equivalence
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Difficulties with MeaningDifficulties with Meaning

�hope of
his calling�

�I hope that he calls me.�

English �of� is naturally
read as objective

�hope to which
he has called you�

�he has spoken (and
guaranteed) my
destiny (hope)�

unambiguous meaning,
reproducing the Greek

Paraphrasing Paraphrasing 

(radically restructuring)(radically restructuring)

the hope to which he has called you.  (ESV)conser-
vative

radical
the wonderful future he has promised 

to those he called. (NLT)

super?
verbal

promise?where is our
response
in hope?

purpose
of call?

Spectrum of Methods (2)Spectrum of Methods (2)

copy grammar restructure grammar

inter-
linear

literal
natural
idiom

para-
phrase

conser-
vative

easy, but 
lose nuances

1-1 match,
but can lose

 meaning

reason-

able

middle

Conservative (�Essentially Conservative (�Essentially 

Literal�) MethodLiteral�) Method

�Preserve form when possible.

�When meaning is obscure, change 
form.

�Change form conservatively.
�No radical paraphrasing.

�Also called "essentially literal" 
method.

Terminology for TranslationTerminology for Translation

�20th century: "dynamic equivalence" 
moved away from form.

�It used "formal equivalence" to label 
(somewhat misleadingly) all earlier 
translations.

�It covered a spectrum.

�Now  called "functional equivalence," 
"idiomatic equivalence," 
"meaning-based translation."

Problem with "dynamic"Problem with "dynamic"
�Focused on basic meaning.

�Underestimated nuances.

�Became a broad umbrella. 

copy grammar restructure grammar

formal equivalence dynamic equivalence

natural
idiom

para-
phrase

conser-
vative

inter-
linear

literal

?
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Evaluation of MethodsEvaluation of Methods

�Grammar and vocabulary systems differ 
among languages.

�Often a translation can copy both 
grammatical and referential structures.

�You cannot always copy both.

�When forced to choose form or meaning, 
copy meaning-content (reference) as 
primary.

�Radical rewriting changes nuances.

�Consider ease of reading for evangelism.   

4.  The Question of Culture4.  The Question of Culture

Cultural Transfer: Cultural Transfer: 

1 Cor. 16:201 Cor. 16:20

��Greet one another with a holy kiss.� 
(NASB, ESV, NIV)

��I should like you to shake hands all 
round as a sign of Christian love.�  
(Phillips)

��Pass the greetings around with holy 
embraces! (Message)

��Greet each other in Christian love.� 
(NLT)

Cultural: Heb 13:9Cultural: Heb 13:9

��Do not be led away by diverse and 
strange teachings� (ESV).

��So do not be attracted by strange, 
new ideas� (NLT).
�our culture attracted by newness

��Don�t be lured away from him by the 
latest speculations about him� 
(Message).
�our culture attracted by speculation

  

Questions about CultureQuestions about Culture

�dynamic equivalence�

from Eugene Nida,
transferring

linguistic meaning

from Charles Kraft,
transferring

cultural function;
�cultural equivalence�

John Beekman calls it
�idiomatic equivalence�

different 
practices

Watch out!

  

Cultural EquivalenceCultural Equivalence

+Insights+ -Dangers-

�Embed meaning 
in cultural context

�Apply gospel 
flexibly in 
theology and 
church

�Wipe out unique 
history

�Underestimate 
complexity in 
equivalence

�Anthropologist 
as new priest
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A Spectrum of PracticesA Spectrum of Practices

copy grammar restructure grammar

cultural 
preser-
vation

cultural
reexpression
�cultural equivalence�

Young�s
interlinear

KJV/ESV
NASB RSV

NIV2011

NEB
GNB

PhillipsNRSV
NLT

LB

Message

NIV1984

  

5.  Difficulties in Achieving 5.  Difficulties in Achieving 

Translation GoalsTranslation Goals

Thanks for What We HaveThanks for What We Have

�All main translations show main 
meanings.

�All show the gospel.

�People come to salvation through 
them.

  

Difficulties with Literal Difficulties with Literal 

TranslationTranslation

�Words don�t match, 1-1.

�Grammar doesn�t match, 1-1.

�1-1 grammar gives illusion of 
faithfulness, but subtle obstacles to 
understanding.

�Difficult to read in large amounts.

�Holiness confused with alienness.

  

Difficulties with Difficulties with 

RestructuringRestructuring

�Obscurities and ambiguities glossed 
over.

�Frustrates preacher�s reference to 
interpretive problems.

�Flattens metaphors.

�More prone to big errors.

�Hides allusions to other passages.

�Overconfidence in translator�s 
understanding of language.   

Difficulties with Cultural- Difficulties with Cultural- 

Equivalent TranslationEquivalent Translation

�Wipes out scandal of incarnation.

�Can�t succeed.  The Bible is too many 
culturally specific references.

�Arbitrary stopping point.

�Paternalistic in its assumption that ordinary 
people can�t attain cross-cultural 
understanding.

�Overconfidence in judging what is 
�significant.�
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Choosing a TranslationChoosing a Translation

�Value of one central translation for 
memorization.

�Reject cultural modernization.

�Fullest meaning equivalence.

�Right now in USA, NIV popular.

�But NIV is too dynamic.

�NIV 2011 is gender-neutral.

�ESV (2001) is suitable.

An imperfect
world.

  

6. Gender-Neutral Translation6. Gender-Neutral Translation

  

Dangers from AttitudeDangers from Attitude

�A delicate question, because of its 
interface with sexuality.

�Our own pain, confusion, and sin 
affect attitude, as do backgrounds of 
others.

�Charity needed. 

  

The IssueThe Issue

He who keeps the law is a wise son.

q Should a translation follow?

ch ildren
Those are

�Since about 1980 American educated 
public has turned strongly toward 
�gender-neutral� English practice.

  

Issues in Language in GeneralIssues in Language in General

�Real sins toward women exist.

�Idea: �Eliminate generic �he� and other 
usages for �equality.� �

�But English is awkward without it.

�There are secondary consequences.

��Man� and �Men�Man� and �Men�

��������Greek: 	�
� ���


English: �person, people, 
human being�
(includes men
and women)

�man, men,
husband�
(male human 
beings)

�woman,
wife�
(female 
human 
beings)
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James 3:9James 3:9

�With the tongue we praise our Lord and 
Father, and with it we curse people who 
have been made in God�s likeness.  (NIVI)

O.K.: a good rendering of 
the meaning of Greek.

Greek: ��������, �people�

  

Acts 20:30  �Men�Acts 20:30  �Men�

��Even from your own number men will 
arise and distort the truth in order to draw 
away disciples after them.� (NIV)

Distorts meaning.

q �Even from your own number some 
will arise and distort the truth in order to draw 
away disciples after them.�  (NIVI, TNIV) 

q NRSV, NIVI, TNIV, NLT, CEV drop �men.�

Greek: 	�
�,

�male human being�

  

Acts 1:21 �Men�Acts 1:21 �Men�

��Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the 
men who have been with us the whole time the 
Lord Jesus was living among us, �� (NIV).

Distorts meaning.

Greek: 	�
�, �male human being�

q �Therefore it is necessary to choose one of 
those who have been with us the whole time 
the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, ...� 
(NIVI)

q NIVI, NLT drop �men.� 
  

The Problem with �Son�The Problem with �Son�

�Hebrew has ���  (�son�). The change is not 

lexically based, but shows prejudice against 
maleness.

Prov. 13:24 (NIV 1984): He who spares the rod 
hates his son, ...

Prov. 13:24 (NIV 2011): Whoever spares the rod 
hates their children, ...

  

Generic �He�Generic �He�

��If anyone loves me, he will keep 
my word, and my Father will 

love him, and we will come to 
him and make our home with 

him� (John 14:23 ESV).

Generic �he� means �he/him/his� used
to refer to a representative person in a 
general statement including men and women.

  

Plurals Change MeaningPlurals Change Meaning

��If anyone loves me, he will keep 
my word, and my Father will 

love him, and we will come to 
him and make our home with 

him� (John 14:23 ESV).

individual
receiver

and home

corporate
receiver

and home

q �Those who love me will keep my 
word, and my Father will love 
them, and we will come to them 
and make our home with them� 
(John 14:23 NRSV).



  

 1

NT 123 Hermeneutics
IX. Dealing with Syntax

9.28

  

Singular Plus Plurals Singular Plus Plurals 

��If anyone loves me, he will keep 

my word, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come to 

him and make our home with 
him� (John 14:23 ESV).

individual
receiver

and home

corporate
receiver

and home

q �Anyone who loves me will obey 
my teaching. My Father will love  
them, and we will come to them 
and make our home with them� 
(John 14:23 NIV 2011).   

Types of TranslationTypes of Translation

��anyone� for original �anyone�

��person/people� for original �human 
being�

acceptable 

q �he� to �they� (pluralize whole)

q �he� to �you� (another way to avoid �he� 
in some contexts)

unacceptable meaning changes

  

Reasons for Avoiding Reasons for Avoiding 

Generic �He�Generic �He�

�1 Cor. 9:15-23.

�In America, gender-neutrality is the 
prestige form.

�Some are aggrieved by generic �he.�

  

Reasons for Continuing Reasons for Continuing 

Generic �He�Generic �He�

�Needed for accuracy in translation.

�Similar to generic masculines in Hebrew 
and Greek.

�English awkward without �he.�

�Past literature.

�Newspapers attest generic �he.�

�Bible memorization.

Needed.

  

What Are Orthodox What Are Orthodox 

Christians Doing?Christians Doing?

�Various things.

sermons, formal
oral addresses

�you�;
�he or she�;

occasionally �he�

modern
written materials

�one�;
�they�;

occasionally �he�

q But: when translating, much less 
flexibility exists.

Author Controls MeaningsAuthor Controls Meanings

I�ll make my
sentence plural 
to avoid �he.�

I�ll stick with
�he� because I

want an individual
example.

authors

translator God said it.
I can�t change his meanings.
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Cultural Adaptation?Cultural Adaptation?

  

Problem of Crossing Problem of Crossing 

CulturesCultures
�Bible must speak of ancient cultures, or 

else produce gross distortion.

�In straining out the �gnat� of divergent 
generics, one may make less digestable the 
�camel� of fatherly authority.

�Hence, minor cultural adjustments may be 
counterproductive.  They may increase 
offense and decrease understanding.

  

Types of Cultural ChangeTypes of Cultural Change

��He� to �they� in (Messianic) psalms (e.g. 
NRSV Ps. 34:20)

��Father� to �parent�

��my son� (Prov.) to �my child�

��Son of Man� to �human being�

�Remove masculine elder in 1 Tim. 3

�Remove masculine pronouns referring to 
God

  

Test of Gender NeutralTest of Gender Neutral

�Test by asking: what happens to 
generic �he�?

�Look at John 14:23 as test verse.
�If anyone loves me, he will keep my 
word, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our 
home with him.�

  

Which Are Gender Neutral?Which Are Gender Neutral?

�The following remove generic �he�: 
NRSV, NCV, GNB(1992), CEV, NIVI, 
TNIV, NIV 2011, NLT, GW. 

  

Evaluation on GenderEvaluation on Gender
�Cultural adjustments are not acceptable for 

central translation.

�No translation that sacrifices accuracy for the 

sake of cultural approval can be accepted.

�Hence, gender-neutral translations cannot serve 

as central.

�NIV 2011 can no longer serve.

�NASB, NKJV and ESV are also available, 

without these problems.
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Moving People to Use a Moving People to Use a 
New TranslationNew Translation

❑Don’t move precipitously.  Give time 
for love and trust to grow.

❑Be realistic.
❑Be open to more than one translation, 

adapting to audience capacity.
❑Set an example.
❑Show people the benefit, rather than 

demanding submission.
  

Issue of Devotion to KJVIssue of Devotion to KJV

I warn everyone who hears the words of the 
prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to him the plagues 
described in this book,  and if anyone takes 
away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God will take away his share in 
the tree of life and in the holy city, which 
are described in this book. – Rev. 22:18-19 

  

DataData
❑ξύλου ["tree"]
❑ "tree" (NASB, ESV, NIV, RSV, GNB, etc.)
❑ "book" (KJV, NKJV [with marginal note])
❑ "book" (libro –Vulgate) [vs. ligno, "tree"]
❑Erasmus in 1516 back-translated from the 

Vulgate because his one manuscript of 
Revelation lacked the last six verses. (See Jan 
Krans, "Erasmus and the Text of Revelation 
22:19: ... ," TC. 16 [2011], internet.)

  

7.  Practicing Translation7.  Practicing Translation

  

Doing Your OwnDoing Your Own

❑When working through a passage.
❑Translate to make sure you 

understand.
❑Stay away from religious jargon and 

traditional expressions.
❑A sermon needs fresh expression, not 

merely reiteration.

ְרִרִי רי  ְרִתעוו ְרִרִי רי  ִי ה ְרִתעוו 17 ִי ה
ַם�אלם� ָלַםשׁ ְרִי רו קוִי מִי י  

ָלַםשִׁי תי ת ִי מַם�איּד י  ֶר ששׁר  ְרִי הָלַםוהאֲ
ָלַםמ ת֑וֶר שאת־כוס  חֲ

ָלַםלה ֵלָע ְרִר ַם�אתּ ַם�אה ַם�אעת כוס   ַם�אבּ ֻבק ֶר שאת־
ָלַםמ  ת׃ִֽי צי ָלַםשִׁי תי ת 

ָלַםלהּ ֵלָהל  ַם�אנ ְרִמ  18 ֵלָאי ן־
ָלַםי  ָלַםבִּי ני ם�  ָלַםכל־ ָלַםד יהָ֑לַםל ִי מ

ָלַםד יהּ ְרִבָּלַםי  ַם�אמחֲִי זי ק  ן  ֵלָאי  ְרִו

ָלַםבִּי ני ם� ִי גּ ָלַםכל־ ָלַםלהֵֽלָדִּי מ
ַם�אתִי י ךְ ֹתַא ֹתַקְרִר ָלַםנּה  ֵלָה ַם�אתִּי י ם�  19 ְרִשׁ

ָלַםי נוד י  ךְָ֑לַםלִי מי  
ֶר שבר ֶר ששּׁ ַם�אה ְרִו ֹתַשּׁד י  ַם�אה

ֶר שרב ֶר שח ַם�אה ְרִו ָלַםעב  ָלַםר ָלַםה ְרִו
ַם�אנחֲ ךְ׃ֵֽלָמִי מי  אֲ

ְרִלּפוּו ֻבע ַם�אנִי י ךְ  20 ָלַםבּ
ָלַםכל־ח ֹתַראשׁ  ְרִבּ ְרִכבו  צותוָלַםשׁ

ְרִכתוְרִכ רָ֑לַםמא ִי מ
ְרִי הָלַםוהַֽם�אה ַם�אמת־ ֵלָלִי אי ם� חֲ ְרִמ

ֹתַל ֱלא ַם�ארת  ִי י ךְָֽלַםהַם�אגּעֲ

17 Rouse yourself, rouse yourself.
Get up, Jerusalem.
You have drunk the
cup of God’s fury
which you got
from the Lord.
You have drunk
to the bottom
the goblet-cup causing
reeling drunkenness.
18 There is no one
to guide her
among the sons
she has borne.
There is no one
to take her
by the hand
among the sons
she has brought up.
19 Two things have
happened to you.
Who will console
you?  Devastation
and destruction,
famine and war.
How may I
comfort you?
20 Your sons have
fainted.  They have
lain down in all
the street intersec-
tions, like an ante-
lope caught in a net,
Full of the fury of the Lord,
the rebuke of your God.

Isaiah 51:17-20 Mine

17 Jerusalem, wake up!
Rouse yourself
  and get  up!
You have drunk the
  cup of punishment
that the Lord in his anger
  gave you to drink;
you drank it down, and it
  made you stagger.
18 There is no one
  to lead you,
no one among
  your people
to take you by the hand.
19 A Double disaster
  has fallen on  you:
your land has been
  devastated by war,
and your people
  have starved.
There is no one to
  show you sympathy.
20 At the corner
  of every street
your people collapse
  from  weakness;
they are like deer
  caught in
  a hunter’s net.
They have felt
  the force of
  God’s anger.

GNB

17 Rouse yourself!
  Rouse yourself!
  Arise, O Jerusalem!,
You who have drunk
  from the Lords’ hand
  the cup of His anger;
The chalice of reeling
  you have drained
  to the dregs.
18 There is none
  to guide her
  among all the sons
  she has borne;
Nor is there one
  to take her
  by the hand
  among all the sons
  she has reared.
19 These two tings
  have befallen you;
Who will mourn for you?--
The devastation and
  destruction,
  famine and sword;
How shall I comfort you?
20 Your sons have fainted,
They lie helpless 
  at the head of every street,
Like an antelope in a net,
Full of the wrath of the Lord,
The rebuke of your God.

NASB

9.32
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IX. Dealing with Syntax

9.31

17 Rouse yourself, rouse yourself.
Get up, Jerusalem.
You have drunk the cup 
of God’s fury which 
you got from the Lord.
You have drunk to the bottom
the goblet-cup causing
reeling drunkenness.
18 There is no one to guide her
among the sons she has borne.
There is no one to take her
by the hand
among the sons she has brought up.

Isaiah 51:17-20 Mine

9.27

ְרִרִי רי  ְרִתעוו ְרִרִי רי  ִי ה ְרִתעוו 17 ִי ה
ַם�אלם� ָלַםשׁ ְרִי רו קוִי מִי י  

ָלַםשִׁי תי ת ִי מַם�איּד י  ֶר ששׁר  ָלַםוהאֲ ְרִי ה
ָלַםמ ת֑וֶר שאת־כוס  חֲ

ָלַםלה ֵלָע ַם�אתְּרִר ַם�אה ַם�אעת כוס   ַם�אבּ ֻבק ֶר שאת־
ָלַםמ  ת׃ִֽי צי ָלַםשִׁי תי ת 

ָלַםלהּ ֵלָהל  ַם�אנ ְרִמ  18 ֵלָאי ן־
ָלַםי  ָלַםבִּי ני ם�  ָלַםכל־ ָלַםד יהָ֑לַםל ִי מ

ָלַםד יהּ ְרִבָּלַםי  ַם�אמחֲִי זי ק  ֵלָאי ן  ְרִו
ָלַםבִּי ני ם� ִי גּ ָלַםכל־ ָלַםלהֵֽלָדִּי מ

19 Two things have 
happened to you.
Who will console you?  
Devastation and destruction,
famine and war.
How may I comfort you?
20 Your sons have fainted. 
They have lain down in all
the street intersections, 
like an antelope caught in a net,
Full of the fury of the Lord,
the rebuke of your God.

Isaiah 51:17-20 Mine

9.27

ַם�אתִי י ךְ ֹתַא ֹתַקְרִר ָלַםנּה  ֵלָה ַם�אתִּי י ם�  19 ְרִשׁ
ָלַםי נוד י  ךְָ֑לַםלִי מי  

ֶר שבר ֶר ששּׁ ַם�אה ְרִו ֹתַשּׁד י  ַם�אה
ֶר שרב ֶר שח ַם�אה ְרִו ָלַםעב  ָלַםהָלַםר ְרִו

ַם�אנחֲ ךְ׃ֵֽלָמִי מי  אֲ
ְרִלּפוּו ֻבע ַם�אנִי י ךְ  20 ָלַםבּ

ָלַםכל־ח ֹתַראשׁ  ְרִבּ ְרִכבו  צותוָלַםשׁ
ְרִכתוְרִכ רָ֑לַםמא ִי מ
ָלַםוהַֽם�אה ְרִי ה ַם�אמת־ ֵלָלִי אי ם� חֲ ְרִמ

ֹתַל ֱלא ַם�ארת  ִי י ךְָֽלַםהַם�אגּעֲ
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X. b Rhetorical Analysis of Narrative
10b.1

X.H.  How to Deal with 
Narrative

How do I understand stories?

What Does Rhetorical Analysis
Do with Narrative?

Analyzing Luke 6:6-11

Result↓

After↓

rhetorical?rhetorical?

10a.210a.2

6.8 αὐτὸς δὲ ᾔδει 
τοὺς διαλογισμοὺς αὐτῶν, 

           εἶπεν δὲ τῷ ἀνδρὶ 
           τῷ ξηρὰν ἔχοντι τὴν χεῖρα, 
            Ἔγειρε 
           καὶ στῆθι εἰς τὸ μέσον· 
           καὶ ἀναστὰς ἔστη. 
6.9 εἶπεν δὲ ὁ Ἰησοῦς

πρὸς αὐτούς,
            Ἐπερωτῶ ὑμᾶς
           εἰ ἔξεστιν τῷ σαββάτῳ
           ἀγαθοποιῆσαι
           ἢ κακοποιῆσαι,
           ψυχὴν σῶσαι
           ἢ ἀπολέσαι; 

6.10 καὶ περιβλεψάμενος
πάντας αὐτοὺς 

           εἶπεν αὐτῷ, 
             Ἔκτεινον τὴν χεῖρά σου. 

           ὁ δὲ ἐποίησεν, 
           καὶ ἀπεκατεστάθη 

ἡ χεὶρ αὐτοῦ.

Result↓

After↓

Result↓

Result↓

Analyzing Luke 6:6-11
rhetoricalrhetorical

10a.310a.3

6.8 αὐτὸς δὲ ᾔδει 
τοὺς διαλογισμοὺς αὐτῶν, 

           εἶπεν δὲ τῷ ἀνδρὶ 
           τῷ ξηρὰν ἔχοντι τὴν χεῖρα, 
            Ἔγειρε 
           καὶ στῆθι εἰς τὸ μέσον· 
           καὶ ἀναστὰς ἔστη. 
6.9 εἶπεν δὲ ὁ Ἰησοῦς

πρὸς αὐτούς,
            Ἐπερωτῶ ὑμᾶς
           εἰ ἔξεστιν τῷ σαββάτῳ
           ἀγαθοποιῆσαι
           ἢ κακοποιῆσαι,
           ψυχὴν σῶσαι
           ἢ ἀπολέσαι; 
6.10 καὶ περιβλεψάμενος

πάντας αὐτοὺς 
           εἶπεν αὐτῷ, 
             Ἔκτεινον τὴν χεῖρά σου. 
           ὁ δὲ ἐποίησεν, 
           καὶ ἀπεκατεστάθη 

ἡ χεὶρ αὐτοῦ.

rise

fall

TENSION

Main Points in Tension

Setting

Preliminary Incident(s)

Occasioning Incident

Complication(s)

Climax

Resolution

Additional Incident(s)

Commentary

10a.410a.4Common Rhetorical Subdivisions in a NARRATIVE Episode
Vern S. Poythress

The following categories are defined using slightly modified versions of the definitions in John 
Beekman.

SETTING.  Setting is composed of statements about static facts, location, time, circumstances, or 
movement in location.  Usually such information comes at the very beginning of a new episode.

PRELIMINARY INCIDENTS.  Preliminary Incidents are events (not descriptions of static states of 
affairs) relevant to what follows, but before the problem or tension has been introduced into the 
episode.

OCCASIONING INCIDENT.  The Occasioning Incident is the event which introduces notable conflict 
or tension.  In the nature of the case, there is seldom more than one such incident.

COMPLICATION.  Complication is an event increasing tension, making a solution (apparently) more 
difficult.  There can be more than one paragraph devoted to complications of various kinds.  (Unlike 
the Occasioning Incident, Complication can and often does occur more than once in a single episode.)

CLIMAX.  Climax is the incident of maximum conflict or tension.  It is where, in a melodrama, one 
would expect the music to play the loudest.

RESOLUTION.  Resolution is the event or events which solve the problem, release the tension, and 
unravel the tangles—or at least they contribute toward the solution.

ADDITIONAL INCIDENTS.  An Additional Incident is a further event that is a consequence of the 
climax or resolution, but is not a significant part of the climax or resolution itself.

COMMENTARY.  A Commentary contains the narrator’s comments on, evaluation of, or moral for the 
story.  Unlike Additional Incidents, it does not contain events continuing the straight line of the 
narrative.
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X. b Rhetorical Analysis of Narrative
10b.2

10a.410a.4

In addition to the above, we often find a second simple 
pattern, composed of the following two units.

PROPOSAL.  A description of action commanded, 
planned, or suggested.

EXECUTION.  The carrying out of action previously 
described in a Proposal.

More Narrative Labels

Doing Rhetorical Analysis of 
Narrative

10a.510a.5
Luke 6:6-11
6.6 Ἐγένετο δὲ ἐν ἑτέρῳ σαββάτῳ
        εἰσελθεῖν αὐτὸν εἰς τὴν συναγωγὴν
        καὶ διδάσκειν.
        καὶ ἦν ἄνθρωπος ἐκεῖ 
        καὶ ἡ χεὶρ αὐτοῦ ἡ δεξιὰ 
             ἦν ξηρά.
6.7 παρετηροῦντο δὲ αὐτὸν
       οἱ γραμματεῖς καὶ οἱ Φαρισαῖοι 
       εἰ ἐν τῷ σαββάτῳ θεραπεύει, 
       ἵνα εὕρωσιν 
       κατηγορεῖν αὐτοῦ. 
6.8 αὐτὸς δὲ ᾔδει 
           τοὺς διαλογισμοὺς αὐτῶν, 
       εἶπεν δὲ τῷ ἀνδρὶ 
       τῷ ξηρὰν ἔχοντι τὴν χεῖρα, 
         Ἔγειρε 
       καὶ στῆθι εἰς τὸ μέσον· 
       καὶ ἀναστὰς ἔστη. 
6.9 εἶπεν δὲ ὁ Ἰησοῦς πρὸς αὐτούς,
         Ἐπερωτῶ ὑμᾶς
       εἰ ἔξεστιν τῷ σαββάτῳ
       ἀγαθοποιῆσαι
       ἢ κακοποιῆσαι,
       ψυχὴν σῶσαι
       ἢ ἀπολέσαι; 
6.10 καὶ περιβλεψάμενος 
            πάντας αὐτοὺς 
       εἶπεν αὐτῷ, 
         Ἔκτεινον τὴν χεῖρά σου. 
       ὁ δὲ ἐποίησεν, 
       καὶ ἀπεκατεστάθη 
           ἡ χεὶρ αὐτοῦ.
6.11 αὐτοὶ δὲ ἐπλήσθησαν ἀνοίας
       καὶ διελάλουν πρὸς ἀλλήλους
          τί ἂν ποιήσαιεν τῷ Ἰησοῦ.

10a.610a.6
Luke 6:6-11
6.6 Ἐγένετο δὲ ἐν ἑτέρῳ σαββάτῳ
        εἰσελθεῖν αὐτὸν εἰς τὴν συναγωγὴν
        καὶ διδάσκειν.
        καὶ ἦν ἄνθρωπος ἐκεῖ 
        καὶ ἡ χεὶρ αὐτοῦ ἡ δεξιὰ 
             ἦν ξηρά.
6.7 παρετηροῦντο δὲ αὐτὸν
       οἱ γραμματεῖς καὶ οἱ Φαρισαῖοι 
       εἰ ἐν τῷ σαββάτῳ θεραπεύει, 
       ἵνα εὕρωσιν 
       κατηγορεῖν αὐτοῦ. 

6.8 αὐτὸς δὲ ᾔδει 
           τοὺς διαλογισμοὺς αὐτῶν, 
       εἶπεν δὲ τῷ ἀνδρὶ 
       τῷ ξηρὰν ἔχοντι τὴν χεῖρα, 
         Ἔγειρε 
       καὶ στῆθι εἰς τὸ μέσον· 

       καὶ ἀναστὰς ἔστη. 
6.9 εἶπεν δὲ ὁ Ἰησοῦς πρὸς αὐτούς,
         Ἐπερωτῶ ὑμᾶς
       εἰ ἔξεστιν τῷ σαββάτῳ
       ἀγαθοποιῆσαι
       ἢ κακοποιῆσαι,
       ψυχὴν σῶσαι
       ἢ ἀπολέσαι; 
6.10 καὶ περιβλεψάμενος 
            πάντας αὐτοὺς 
       εἶπεν αὐτῷ, 
         Ἔκτεινον τὴν χεῖρά σου. 

       ὁ δὲ ἐποίησεν, 
       καὶ ἀπεκατεστάθη 
           ἡ χεὶρ αὐτοῦ.
6.11 αὐτοὶ δὲ ἐπλήσθησαν ἀνοίας
       καὶ διελάλουν πρὸς ἀλλήλους
          τί ἂν ποιήσαιεν τῷ Ἰησοῦ.

Additi
onal In

cid
ent

And

Jesus came to the 
synagogue and a 
man there had a 
withered hand

Pharisees 
watched

Proposal

Execution
Jesus had the 
man stand

Jesus said it 
is lawful to 
heal

Stretch out 
your hand

Hand is 
restored

They were furious 
and plotted

Jesus heals a 
man with a 
withered hand, 
contradicting the 
Pharisees’ 
conception of 
lawfulness

SettingOccasioning Incident
Complication

Complication #2

Clim
ax

Resolutio
n

Steps in Analyzing Narrative

● Pick a single chunk.
● Unit with narrative unity.

● Break up into individual events.
● Propositions or small clusters of propositions.

● Unite into groups with single actor.
● Determine climax and resolution.

● Label with tree branches.
● Work back to determine other key events.

● Complete the tree.

Plot and Character

● Tension goes with plot.
● Watch character as well.
● Characters play various roles.

● Maybe more than one role at different times.
● Interact with people in other roles.

● Characters develop.
● Maturing or degenerating.
● Reader grows in perception of character.
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X. b Rhetorical Analysis of Narrative
10b.3

Redemptive Plots

• The heart of redemption lies in Christ
• Miniredemptions: redemptive plots
• Plots as types

– Typology should include plot typology
– as well as things, institutions, and events

Antiredemptive Plots

• Curse is antiredemption
• Adam's fall is the pattern
• The curse on Christ (crucifixion)
• Hell
• Miniantiredemptive plots
































