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1.1

SUMMARY OF COURSE RESPONSIBILITIES

For your convenience I summarize here all of the assignments that you are responsible to
complete in the course.

»» 1. Various reading assignments accompany the different sections of the course outline, as follows:

II. Foundations of biblical interpretation

Required: Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation 11-39 (history of interpretation)
Poythress, God-Centered Biblical Interpretation
Optional: Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation 40-60 (inspiration)

Van Til, An Introduction to Systematic Theology 117-259, especially 190-240.

II1. Basic steps in biblical interpretation

Required: Kuhatschek, How fo Lead, chaps. 6-7 (basics of interpretation)
Optional: Kuhatschek, How to Lead, chaps. 3-5
Clowney, CM: Christian Meditation.

IV. Application

Required: Allen, The Spontaneous Expansion of the Church chaps. 2,4,5 (pp. 6-17, 43-75)
(hidden agenda in church life)
Optional: Stott, Between Two Worlds.

Herbert Schlossberg, Idols for Destruction.

Conn, “Theological Education,” WTJ 41 (1978-79) 324-63.

Zens, “Building Up the Body: One Man or One Another?” Baptist Reformation
Review 10/2 (1981) 10-33.

V. Historical and cultural background
Required: acquaint yourself with Longman, Old Testament Commentary Survey, and Carson,
New Testament Commentary Survey.
Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation 113-132.

VI. Historical purposes
A. Time and history
Required: Dodd, According to the Scriptures, chaps. 1-2 (pp. 11-60) (NT use of the OT)
Dodd, chaps. 3-5 (pp. 61-138)
E. Earle Ellis, "How the New Testament Uses the Old," in Marshall, ed., New
Testament Interpretation, pp. 209-214 (only the last section of the total

article)
Greidanus, Sola Scriptura (skim) (redemptive-historical preaching)
Optional: Poythress, “Divine Meaning of Scripture,” WT.J 48 (1986) 241-79

Clowney, Preaching and Biblical Theology 15-17

Clowney, The Unfolding Mystery

Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation 133-166

Waltke, “A Canonical Process Approach to the Psalms,” in Tradition and Testament.
Vos, Biblical Theology

Trimp, Preaching
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B. Historical-critical method

Optional: Marshall, New Testament Interpretation 11-18 (questions raised in modern exegesis)
C. Modern situationist and subjectivist hermeneutics
D. Dispensationalism
Required: Poythress, Understanding Dispensationalists
Ryrie, Dispensationalism chap. 5 (79-95)
Optional: Allis, Prophecy and the Church, chap. 2 (16-54) (dispensational hermeneutics)

Fairbairn, Interpretation of Prophecy
Blaising and Bock, Progressive Dispensationalism

E. Typology

Required: Clowney, Preaching and Biblical Theology 98-112
Vos, Biblical Theology the part of chap. 8 on typology, 161-172 (1948) or 143-155
(1975)
VII. Words
Required: Silva, Biblical Words 17-32, 138-59 (lexical semantics)
Carson, Exegetical Fallacies 26-32 (2d ed. 28-33)
Optional: Carson, Exegetical Fallacies 32-90 (2d ed. 33-86)

Pike, Linguistic Concepts 40-65 (CVD)

VIII.Relations between passages
Required: Poythress, Symphonic Theology
Recommended if you aren’t sure that you understand Silva and Carson:
Thiselton, “Semantics,” pp. 75-82, 85-88 in Marshall, New Testament Interpretation
Carson, Exegetical Fallacies 44-48
Barr, Semantics 206-238, 263-272 (words and concepts)

Optional: Silva, Biblical Words 101-135
Barr, Semantics 1-45, 107-140, 273-287
IX. Syntax
Optional: Pike, Linguistic Concepts 1-38.

Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation 82-99
Goetchius, Language of the New Testament, chap. 3 (pp. 13-19) (linguistics of Greek)

X. Large-scale organization
Optional: Poythress, “Propositional Relations,” in The New Testament Student and His Field.
Ryken, How to Read the Bible as Literature
Fee, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth

0 2. Short analysis papers occur when we reach in the course outline:
IILE VILA VILC VILH IX.D X.C XE

O 3. The biblical-theological paper

O 4. Final examination
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A. Goals of the course
1. Here is the description from the WTS catalog:

Purpose: To grow in skill in understanding, interpreting, and applying the Bible.
Topics covered include prolegomena to biblical interpretation, principles and practice of biblical
interpretation, and the question of hermeneutics in the historical-critical tradition.

2. The basic goal is to become more skilled in understanding, interpreting, and
applying the Bible. Upon completion of the course, a student should be able to:
a. start with a passage or a topic, and to proceed through analysis and
prayer to prepare a sound and effective written presentation on the passage or topic.
b. understand the value of biblically sound presuppositions in biblical

interpretation.
c. understand the interlocking of theology, hermeneutics, and exegesis.
3. In the end, this goal includes all of our lives, and every course in the Seminary
curriculum.
4. Focus in this course is on the wide framework for interpreting the Bible, and on
techniques useful in understanding particular facets of the Bible.
5. Detail

The following is a more extended description of the course purposes.

The course NT 123 is a required course on the principles and practice of interpreting the Bible.
Normally, students take this course in the spring of their first year at Westminster.

Every course at Westminster is related to our understanding of the Bible in some way. So why do
we need a separate course on principles for interpreting the Bible? At Westminster, we do not provide
students with ready-made answers to the meaning of every passage in the Bible. Rather, we aim at
providing tools by which people can discover those answers more and more effectively for themselves.
The hermeneutics course is a foundational course in this very area. And so, understandably, it interlocks
with almost every other course in the curriculum.

What do we do in this course? We examine a combination of two things. First, we study general
principles for interpretation. We get these from the Bible’s own teaching about itself and its message.
Second, we engage in the practice of interpretation and discuss difficulties and challenges presented by
detailed features of the Bible.

In the first part of the course we concentrate more on general principles for interpretation. We
examine particularly what the Bible has to say about the task of interpretation, and about God’s over-all
program in the history of redemption. We focus particularly on the way in which the whole Bible
witnesses to Christ. The Old Testament looks forward to his coming and the New Testament reflects
back on his coming in all its significance, including the promise of his Second Coming.

In the later part of the course we focus more on the practice of interpretation. The practice is
based on using the Bible in the original languages. We discuss how to use effectively advanced lexicons
and how to use advanced grammars. We talk about how to pay attention to paragraphs and larger
groupings of thought, how to use themes, how to integrate biblical teaching as a whole, and how to
understand God’s program of progressively revealing himself in the course of the writing of the books of
the Bible.

We use a particular text, from Isaiah 51-52, John 8, or 1 Thessalonians, to practice and illustrate
many of the points. But I also include discussion of some general features of language and meaning.
This is in order to help us to sharpen our ability to weed out true interpretations from plausible but
erroneous ones. [ also introduce several special techniques of my own devising. These techniques are
designed to help students to notice features and aspects of texts that are often neglected even by the best
commentaries. Students learn to be more accurate in their judgments about the meanings of words and
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grammatical features, and to recognize structural and thematic connections between different parts of the
Bible, within a given book of the Bible, or within a given paragraph. For this purpose, I endeavor to use
all the resources of structural linguistics, discourse analysis, and literary studies. But in agreement with
the general stance of Westminster Seminary, ideas coming from our culture are transformed in order to
bring them into subjection to Christ and the revelation of God given to us in the Bible.

People who wish to have more background for hermeneutics can read the book by Louis Berkhof
entitled Principles of Biblical Interpretation. Beyond that, the best preparations for hermeneutics are a
good knowledge of English Bible, and experience in linguistics and literature.

6. This course contributes to the following learning goals for degrees:

a. Exhibit a deep love for the triune God, his word, his truth and his church and a
Christ-like humility in relation to others. (M.Div.; MAR.)

b. Be able to exegete the text of scripture as given in the original languages. (M.Div.;
MAR.)

c. Be able to understand and articulate the system of doctrine contained in the
Westminster Standards and its importance for biblical, systematic, and practical theology, and
integrate this system of doctrine into life and ministry. (M.Div.)

d. Be able to understand the particularity of cultural context and apply God’s
eternal word to a changing world and to particular individuals and congregations. (M.Div.)

e. Understand the biblical principles of leadership and demonstrate potential
for becoming a future leader in the church. (M.Div.)

f. Understand and articulate in writing a foundational knowledge of theological
disciplines, including the scriptures, Reformed theology, church history and apologetics. (MAR.).

B. Overview

For NT 123 you will need this syllabus. In addition, you will receive in class a list of expected
dates when assignments are due and an up-to-date bibliography. A few other materials will be handed
out in class at the appropriate times. For references to articles and books, you will find full bibliographic
data in the bibliography handed out in class.

C. Extra discussions

For the purpose of extra interaction and extra opportunity for discussion, I will offer 4-8 hour-long
sessions, scattered throughout the term, during which there can be open-ended discussion of matters
being covered in the course. These sessions will be in addition to the normally scheduled course hours.
Attendance is optional.

D. Assighments and grading for NT 123

1. Reading assignments

The reading assignments are summarized on p. 1.1 and in a separate hand-out. I have tried to
arrange the course sequence so that we may accomplish the goals discussed in [.A. For each section of
the course, there is a corresponding reading assignments. The dates indicate approximately when we will
discuss these matters in class and therefore when you should have completed the reading assignments.
You are, of course, free to do assignments early and avoid a rush on reserve books.

See the bibliography, in the section entitled “6. General Bibliography,” for more complete
bibliographic information on the book titles.

2. The system of grading
I propose to base the final grade on three factors: (a) short analysis papers; (b) final; (c) one
biblical-theological paper.
a) Short analysis papers.
These will be of various kinds, based on techniques developed in class. They will usually be
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graded satisfactory (full credit; 10 points) or unsatisfactory (0). Please include your name and your box
number on each paper. Since these papers depend on the classroom lectures, [ will announce an exact
due date for each assignment at the time when the assignment is first discussed in class. These papers
are due at the beginning of class session on the due date. Bring the papers to class. (Do not put them in
my box, unless you cannot make it to class. Do not wait until later in the day.) Late work will be
accepted only when there is good excuse for the lateness, and when the late work still has some
significant learning value. If you wish to receive credit for late work due to sickness, emergency, or
other contretemps, consult me.

b) Final exam.
Point score will be given, which will contribute roughly a third of the total grade.

c) One biblical-theological paper.

You are to write a major biblical-theological paper on any one of the passages listed below for
such a paper. If you wish to take a passage other than those listed, you must obtain my approval. Much
of the material in the course lectures will be useful in analyzing the passage that you choose. So you will
find it unwise to try to complete the paper too soon. I recommend planning your schedule for the
semester so that you have significant time during the month of April for researching and writing the
paper. Even at the beginning of the course you may choose a passage and study historical background,
grammatical problems, textual problems, and think about the cross references and related passages.

Write a unified, readable paper including an exegesis of the passage and an explanation of any
interpretive difficulties. Also, give the reader some sense of what impact the passage has within its larger
literary and historical context. Explore the redemptive-historical connections and the Christocentric
bearing of the passage. Write with an audience of fellow students in mind. Minimal length is 5 pages;
really good papers often run 20-30 pages. There is no upper limit to length, but please don’t take any
longer than the minimum length you need to say what you have to say. Don’t pad or be long-winded. I
have to read a lot of papers! On the other hand, don’t feel that you must squeeze out material that is
genuinely relevant. Take as much space as you genuinely need.

Letter grades will be given. The grading on these papers will be rigorous. B represents a
well-done paper. C represents minimal competence, but not real refinement. A- represents real depth or
originality (but not kookiness!). I do sometimes give straight A’s and even A+’s on these papers. But the
very highest grades are reserved for exceptionally good work. Quite a few students do good jobs even on
their first experience with a biblical theological paper: the competition is keen. I give only a few of the
highest grades so that there will be stimulus for further improvement.

I am saying this so that you won’t be disappointed if the grade you receive doesn’t seem to
acknowledge adequately all that you learned and all the work that you put in. You will learn a lot! You
should also be aware that the grading for the course as a whole will not be as stringent on the upper end
(A end) as is the grading on the biblical theological papers.

More detailed guidelines for the biblical-theological paper are included below. Please especially
note the part on plagiarism. At the end of your paper you are required to include the follow words,
together with your signature:

I understand and have not violated the Seminary’s position on plagiarism.

Please include your mailbox number as well as your name on the paper. The Center for
Theological Writing at courses.wts.edu has some sample papers from previous years, to let you have
some examples of how you might proceed.

Late biblical-theological papers will be accepted, but seriously penalized. If the paper is late
because of sickness or another legitimate excuse, you must still inform me of the reason on or before the
due date if possible. Any paper (with or without excuse) submitted later than the end of exam period will
be accepted only if the student has received permission for an incomplete, through the normal procedures
maintained in the registrar’s office.
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Papers are due at 10:00 a.m. on the last day of class. Please submit your paper on time in two
different formats: a hard copy should be delivered to my campus mailbox, and an electronic copy to the
NT123 section of courses.wts.edu.

Write on one of the following passages:

“fast start” intermediate “slow start”
Ps 46:4-7(Heb 5-8) Num 17:1-7 Gen 39:6b-12
Isa 54:1-3 Ps 112:6-10 Josh 6:15-19
Isa 42:1-3 John 9:1-5 2 Chron 23:12-15
Mic 4:1-2 Phil 2:14-18 Judges 3:15-23
1 Cor 3:10-15 Matt 14:22-33 1 Kings 13:1-6
Col 1:25-27 Joel 2:3-5
Rev 22:1-2 Obad 10-14
1 Sam 4:4-11

The passages above are classified with respect to the kind of connections that they have with
major themes of the Bible as a whole. “Fast start” passages are passages where it is easy to get started
exploring the connections, but difficult to stop (because the number of connections keeps multiplying).
The “slow start” passages are passages where it is more difficult to get started, but somewhat easier to
stop. None of these are necessarily “easier,” because I try to take into account the difficulty of the
passage when I assign a grade.

3. Long-range goal
All of us realize that the grading system does not test very well the education that contributes to
making pastors and other servants of the kingdom of God. I would urge you to focus on long-range
learning and maturing. Treat this system as a framework which you may use flexibly, focusing primarily
on serving the Lord, not man.
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4. GUIDELINES FOR BIBLICAL-THEOLOGICAL PAPERS

a. Plagiarism

In writing the paper do not use other people’s ideas or words without acknowledgment. Most of
you need no reminder of this rule. But a few have not had previous training in Western standards for
college essay writing. From now on, at Westminster and afterwards, please use care.

Most of you will eventually hold positions of some prominence in the church. In your position,
worldly society will hold you responsible for high standards. The world will be delighted if it can accuse
you of dishonesty or theft, even if this was far from your intention.

Therefore, follow these standards: (a) Suppose that you paraphrase a sentence or a paragraph from
another source. That is, suppose you read a sentence or a paragraph of value and want to include the gist
of it at some spot in your paper. You do so by copying the thought but rephrasing it in your own words.
In such cases, cite the page you used, but do not use quotation marks. In indicating the source of your
idea, use one of the standard footnoting systems described in the WTS Library handbook for writing
theses. (b) If, in situation (a), you wish to use a key phrase, a clause, a sentence, or the general wording
of your source, copy the wording you want exactly (or with ellipsis marks to indicate omissions), and use
quotation marks. Once again, use one of the standard footnoting systems described in the Library
handbook. (c) In oral presentations, standards are more relaxed. But try to give credit where credit is
due.

Further explanations and examples of plagiarism can be found in the “Statement on Plagiarism” on
the Westminster Theological Seminary website,
<http://www.wts.edu/resources/westminster _center for theolog/plagiarism.html>.

In papers for me, clear-cut violations of these standards will lead to an F. The Seminary has
further penalties of its own, beginning with suspension for one year.

b. Things that I like:
1. Careful attention to each verse of the passage.

2. Attention to how the passage as a whole fits together.
3. Attention to the influence of the immediate context in the book, both literary and historical.

4. Viewing the passage in the light of major concerns, emphases, themes, and other illumination
provided by the book as a whole (very important).

5. Awareness and reflection on any allusions to other passages of Scripture.

6. Seeing the whole of Scripture from the point of view of this verse, but in a way that emphasizes
the remoteness of what is only remotely connected, and utilizes the lines laid down by (1)-(3).

7. Distinguishing what an earlier audience could have understood from connections that may now
be seen by us.

c. Things to which I am relatively indifferent:
1. How many footnotes you have. (I suggest cutting footnotes to zero by including Scriptural
references in the text, and citing sources using the author-date system. The library has guidelines
for this system.)
2. How many commentaries you cite in notes or bibliography.
3. Whether you use the “right” commentaries.
4. What format you have. (But many people have found it useful to develop a separate section for
part b.6 or for discussion of some particular topic at length. I do care that the material be readable
and organized in such a way that the arguments are presented with cogency.)

5. Whether you discuss at any length harmonistic problems and objections by liberals.

6. Whether you go into grammatical minutiae (except as these may bear on a major interpretive
question).
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7. Whether you make preaching-type applications.

8. Whether you provide an extended introduction and discussion of the setting (though these
matters ought to be brought up at any point at which they illumine a particular verse or particular
idea).

9. How long your paper is.

d. Things that may sink your grade:
1. Neglecting to comment at all about an important verse.
2. Majoring on minors.
3. Missing a key OT background or background from the book in question, for a given verse.
4. Approaching the passage from the framework of systematic theology in a way that overwhelms
many of the fine nuances of the passage (e.g., reading in “standard Reformed interpretations” with
no redemptive-historical appreciation).
5. Keeping your nose too exclusively fixed on one text (b.1-3), or too exclusively on the whole of
Scripture (b.6), or doing both without distinguishing the two, or doing both without showing an
organic connection between the two.
6. Giving priority in interpretation to a reconstructed situation about which you suppose the
narrative to be speaking, rather than to the narrative itself as it comes from author to reader. (This
is particularly a danger in interpreting Gospels, if you try to base interpretation on a harmonistic
reconstruction rather than on any one Gospel.)
7. Etymologizing.
8. Emphasizing verbal parallels more than conceptual (real) parallels.
9. Making the passage speak more definitely, more precisely than what it will bear.

e. Grading guidelines

Grade Description for NT exegetical and biblical-theological papers:

A An outstanding and thoughtful piece of work, showing evidence of superior research,
judiciously weighing alternative interpretations, presenting evidence and arguments, and
discussing contexts appropriately and thoroughly. The student has shown insights which are
well-supported by cogent and profound arguments.

B A standard, good piece of work which fulfills the assignment and shows a good grasp of the
basic principles. There is substantial evidence of ability to do research on a passage, analyze,
weigh options, present evidence, and utilize skills developed in the course.

C This work is satisfactory but is lacking in a significant area and does not show a grasp of some
basic principles.

D There are serious problems with this work, though it is still passable. It represents a poor
performance in comprehending the passage and meeting the requirements in analyzing it in
context; it only meets the minimal standard of the professor.

F This work is unacceptable and fails to meet the requirements of the assignment.
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D. Important miscellaneous information on the
course

1. Please note the first few sets of reading assignments, p. 1.1

Make sure Allen, The Spontaneous Expansion of the Church, chapters
2,4,5, is done early.

Some of the later exercises are based on Isaiah 51:17-23 or 52:7-12. If
your Hebrew is shaky, you may want to go over these two passages beforehand
in Hebrew. Familiarize yourself with vocabulary and parsing for the passage.

2. Prerequisite for this course is NT 111, NT 013 (in progress), OT 013 (in
progress)
3. Organization of the course

II. is foundations. The rest is application of these foundations.

Under application, we will start slowly, and build up.

We will go through the process of interpretation three times.

We go once through the steps in interpretation in III.A-E., once in IILF.,
and a final time in the whole rest of the course (IV-XI).

4. Asking questions.

Because of the large class size, please try to restrict yourself in class to
questions of clarification and questions that you are sure many other people have
on their minds. I would also encourage you to submit written questions to me.
Whenever such written questions are of wider interest, I intend to answer one or
two at the beginning of each class hour (without revealing the names of students
asking them). However, please sign the questions if you want to make sure that
I am able to respond to you outside of class on a question that may not be of
wider interest or may not be within the scope of the course. If you wish to
pursue questions that are outside of general interest, please also feel free to come
to see me during my office hours.

5. Office hours

6. Electronic resources
The various course materials are available on the internet at:
<http://campus.wts.edu/homepages/VPoythress/courses.html>.

7. Regularly bring to class an English Bible and the class syllabus.
8. My approach as a teacher

a. This course is in many ways introductory in nature. I hope to provide
many key answers, but not all answers.
b. My approach emphasizes the scientific rather than poetic mentality,

rationality rather than intuition. Both are in fact necessary. I teach
method and hope that intuition comes in time. Be patient with early
stages of method.

c. As the section on foundations makes clear, any formalizable method is
subordinate to the essentially unformalizable task of individual and
corporate sanctification. In terms of importance, we should devote the
greatest share of attention to cultivating piety and knowledge of God.
But since this concern is in various respects the goal of every aspect of
church life and of every course in the curriculum, it will not be the
special focus in this course.

d. I have a tendency to say things that are important only once.

9. Your responsibilities as a student
Proper Bible study demands prayer, work, and transformation of life
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(see diagram).
Sterrett, p. 16:

We recognize that we must read the Word of God prayerfully, seeking the teaching of the
Holy Spirit, and we know that God gives understanding in answer to prayer, but it is a
mistake to conclude that Bible study is unnecessary. God gave the Israelites water from a
rock when Moses struck it with his rod, but this was exceptional. God required Abraham
and Jacob to do the hard work of digging wells. The water came from God in answer to
prayer, and through hard work. We must not let our natural tendency to avoid work and
hard thinking deceive us.

God can give both supernaturally or naturally. He has given us minds with which to
understand him, and he asks us to cleanse them and use them.
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I. Course Arrangements

B. Overview ,

Basic Guides

# Get the syllabus at WTS bookstore.

# Electronic files:
http://campus.wts.edu/homepages/VPoythre
ss/nt123/nt123.html

¢ Handout indicates expected due dates.

¢ Handout includes bibliography.

My handout for the first day indicates expected due
dates for all assignments, and includes a

bibliography of writings on various aspects of
hermeneutics.

Course Responsibilities

# See pp. 1.1-1.2 in the Syllabus.

C. Assignments and Grading

Kinds of Assignments
¢ Reading assignments are summarized on
pp. 1.1-1.2.

# Short analysis papers will be assigned as we )

«
¢ reach the appropriate point in the lectures. ’

# A final exam will cover the whole course.

< You will write one biblical-theological
paper.

q D. Important Information ,
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Prerequisites

NT 123 requires as prerequisites:

& NT 101, 103 New Testament Introduction.

# NT 013 or equivalent (Greek), completed or
in progress.

¢ OT 013 or equivalent (Hebrew), completed
or in progress.

Start on Reading Assignments

# Reading assignments are given on pp. 1.1-1.2.
¢ Try to keep up, and read the assignments

| before I discuss the topic in class.

' & Roland Allen’s book and Dodd’s are out of
print. Leave time so that not everyone wants
to use the library copies at the same time.

Prepare for Exercises

¢ Some exercises are based on Isaiah
51:17-23 or 52:7-12. Familiarize yourself

beforehand with the Hebrew.

In Class

# Bring the NT 123 syllabus.
# Bring an English Bible.

' [ Needle:
exc

The Syllabus

# The syllabus contains almost all the visual
materials shown on screen.

# In class, listen and take notes without
referring to the syllabus.

¢ But when we come to exercises, use i

Asking Questions @
# [ value interaction.

+ But the class is large.

I & Ask only for
! * clarification

* when you think others have the same question.
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Other Routes for Questions

¢ You may see me during posted office hours.
¢ You may put written questions in my mail
box. (Sign in order to be sure of a reply.) )
* If the question is of wider interest, I may
answer it in class (but without
mentioning the student name).
* Or I may give you a written answer or
invite you to an office hour conversation.

Organization of the Course

I.  Course Arrangements
Introduction: what we are doing now
« 1. Foundations of Biblical Interpretation )
( Theological framework for interpreting ’
III.  Basic Steps in Biblical Interpretation
Techniques.

Section I1I is basic,
and later sections expand on it.

Steps in Interpretation
¢ We go through the entire process of

interpretation three times.
* First time through: elementary
III. C. Three Steps in Interpretation

* Second time through: intermediate[ Don't
II1. F. Steps for sermon preparationget lost!

* Third time through: elaborate %

IV.-XI. Particular topics

Focusing In
Three Elementary Steps: @ @ @

(
¢ Finer Focus: @ QpegBpea@p®

Finest Focus: @—@
Cancentrate on difficult and challenging arcas>

My Approach as a Teacher

# It is an introductory course.

+ [ emphasize scientific rather than poetic
mentality, rationality rather than intuition. )
(Both are significant. I focus on the one ’
that is more teachable.)

¢ Method is subordinate to sanctity.
+ [ may say important things only once.

Simplicity

Accessible ideas

( )
( )
With depth / \ |
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Your Responsibilities as a
Student

Work —_ Prayer
I ] — | I
\ 7

of Life
transter ‘g

| give them bread, not a bakery! |

|

1.14

Attentiveness

Multitasking?
# Courtesy to teacher

« # Depth and application )

+ No internet or computer games or cell

phones

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting
the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple.

More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than
much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and
the honeycomb.

: The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing
the heart; The commandments of the LORD
is pure, enlight’ning the eyes.

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for
ever; The judgments of the LORD are true,

and righteous altogether.
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II. Foundations of Biblical Interpretation

II. Foundations of Biblical
Interpretation

[ﬁ“‘lat are our p;ésupﬁ_n:;iﬁoﬁé"
I _anr.l our basic frarnework'{

The Challenge

(" So where do you h
get your ideas for |
_ how to interpret? |

" The Rible itself has |
| much to say about it. |

P

™

Reading Assignments

¢ Required:
— Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation
11-39 (history of interpretation)
— Poythress, God-Centered Biblical
Interpretation (foundations)
 Optional:
— Berkhof, Principles 40-60 (inspiration)
— Van Til, An Introduction to Systematic
Theology 62-158, especially 110-145.

Where Are We?

1. Course arrangements

¢ II. Foundations of biblical interpretation
= III. Basic steps in biblical interpretation

. Elaborating on the steps:

@ Let’s look at the principles and framework

for biblical interpretation.

A. Legitimacy of Biblical
Interpretation

1. Is There a Problem?
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Does the Bible Need
Interpretation?

* Hermeneutics = how to study the Bible.

But if the Bible is sufficient, ()
do we need method?

?é why have a class?

2. Biblical Mandate for
Biblical Interpretation

The Gift of Teaching

= The Bible speaks of teachers and teaching
(1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11; Rom. 12:7).

‘ Inter;r_et

for others

Christ Interprets

Luke 24:25-27: ... (27)And beginning with
Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted
to them in all the Scriptures the things
concemning himself.

27b: SiepURVEUCEY QUTOLS 8V TTEOALS
Tols Ypoadals T Tepl EQUTOU.

Christ Interprets More

Luke 24:45: Then he opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures.

Tote SioiEev alTédv Tov volv Tol
ouvigval Tas ypadds®

The Holy Spirit Interprets

John 16:13: When the Spirit of truth

comes, he will guide (08myTice1) you into
all the truth.

e “Guiding” is a hermeneutical function.




NT 123 Hermeneutics

. II. Foundations of Biblical Interpretation

Spirit Motivates Effort

» The Spirit motivates effort, not relaxation.
Acts 8:26-40 (Philip and the Ethiopian)

Phil 2:12-13: work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling, for it is God who
works in you, both to will and to work for
his good pleasure.

fgﬂ> (you ]

23

Translation Requires
Interpretation

» The gospel goes to all nations (Acts).

= Translation to new languages requires
interpretation.

Some Things are Difficult

2 Pet. 3:16: There are some things in them
[Paul’s letters] that are hard to understand
(SucvonTd Tiva), ...

= The subject-matter is intrinsically difficult.

[Missionary mandate]
2  God's plan implicitly
[ SR g “""“‘Ffﬂ?’.’m“-’ﬂ"]
[ Translation | :;?
We May Be Dull

Luke 24:25: O foolish ones, and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have

Positive Role of the Mind

« The mind is not intrinsically unspiritual
(Matt. 22:37; Eph. 4:17-24; Rom. 12:1-2).

= Tension between mind and Spirit comes
from a crippled view.

= The Holy Spirit created the mind (Gen. 1:2;
Ps. 104:30; Job 32:8).

» Redemption destroys sin, not creation.

spoken ... _
H;\:u you evﬂer
felt this way? !
Pride Corrupts the Mind

mtelligent, informed" (Took how spiritual
people don’t believe I am in not using
my mind!
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3. Clarity of Scripture

Meaning of Clarity

= The Bible’s basic message is clear.
» But naive reading can make mistakes.

For example:
— Pharisee and tax collector TR
| Not everything
(Luke 18:9-14). s obvious.

— The banquet (Luke 14:15-24). ?

4. Nonreflection Does Not
Eliminate Bias

» Biases exist unawares.

= Reflection can create further biases, but
can also eliminate biases.

» Hermeneutics arises 1o solve problems.

B. The Interpretive Framework
Provided by a Biblical Worldview

1. Lordship of God

= God is absolute Lord of all.

= We owe absolute allegiance, in all things.

— Matt. 22:37: “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind.”

—2 Cor. 10:4-5: We destroy arguments and every
lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of
God, and take every thought captive to obey
Christ.

2. Biblical Worldview
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II. Foundations of Biblical Interpretation

Creator/Creature Distinction

= Listen; don’t impose

God | NOto:
e e Pantheistic mysticism
[ . » Platonic reminiscence
Man/ = Rationalism

(The doctrine of God | @~ Autonomous hermeneutics
.makes a dlfference’ s

=

25

Immanence of God

= God meets us where we are.

= Interpretation is not hopeless, groping for
an inexpressible something, but fruitful
because God provides. o
[We are going]
_somewhere._

ey

God Plans History

e Interpretation has a goal.

* We are responsible to God for interpreting,.

_,'C_rea—\ b < onsum-F/
“tion <, mation >
' History A
F —

God Designs Human
Relationships

¢ We are dependent on God and on other
human beings, but 10t 50 as 10 be puppets

3. The Word of God

N “Nota threat, )
\ God but as aspect |
Lo " of God's pian. )
{ .'_i el { )"7‘.‘_“- EEES
,“_P" S ::;@
o)) B
What Is the Word of God?

¢ The Bible is the word of God.

» The word of God is what God says; it is
God speakmg

( " Iam the Lord your God,
who brought you out |
|\...__m_‘ of the land of Egypt ... J

,—.4""'.
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Forms of the Word of God

* The eternal word (John 1:1)
» God speaks to us (covenantal; Heb. 1:1-3)
— Direct address
— Divine messengers
— Written word
— Incarnate Christ

» God speaks to the world (Pss. 33:6; 147:18;
etc.)

ﬁ"h.

4. Functions of God’s Word

Covenantal Words

e 2 Cor. 3 uses covenant for Moses and Paul.

» Covenant is a perspective on all.
= Ancient treaties offer an analogue.

Analogy with Treaty

= Hittite suzerainty treaties had five parts:
~ Identification of suzerain: “I am the Lord”
— Historical prologue: “who brought you out”
— Stipulations: “You shall have no other gods”
— Sanctions: “the Lord will not hold him
guiltless”
— Passing on: Deut. 31-32.

Generalizing Three Aspects

Normativity: meaningful :
direction (stipulations) |

n——

Control: binding Presence: dwelling
(prologue, sanctions) (— (identity, passing on)

Dependence on God

e Three aspects interlock.
= No scientifically isolated “meaning” (to
dominate interpretation).

= No isolated mysticism (without rational
obedience).
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Creation of Man

» Image of God (Gen 1:26-28)
« Intrinsically imitative of God in knowledge
« Capable of understanding God's word

The Antithesis (Kuyper)

Loves God « Hates God
Submits to Christ « Self governed
Submits to God's word * Critical
Thinks God's thoughts ¢ Autonomous

Implications for Society

Two religions (with compromises and mixes)
Two ways for sciences (with mixes)

Two ways for politics

Two ways for arts

Two ways for family, marriage, business
Two ways for biblical interpretation!
Mitigated by common grace

Kinds of Human Nature

Original innocence (Adam, Eve, Gen 2:25)
Fallen, unregenerate

Fallen, regenerate

Christ in his human nature in humiliation
Christ in exaltation

Consummate, perfected saints
Consummate reprobates (hell)

Common Grace
(Mixed Results)

« Still sinful * Made in the image of God

¢ Gradual growth ¢ Lives in God's world

« Sinful in * Knows God (Rom 1)
interpretation  « Receives gracious benefits

» Lives on "borrowed
capital”

Implications for Interpretation

« Implicit antithesis since Eden

* Orthodoxy versus heresy

* Liberalism/modernism as heresy
* Thorough renewal in progress
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6. Function of Hermeneutics

Danger of Dominance

"‘
_ Troubles.

PTG

Spiral Progress in
Interpretation

Distinguish Hermeneutics

-

Hermeneutical Interaction

Pastoral Application of
Relations between Disciplines

* Find the underlying root of a dispute.

The verse can't What are your
possibly mean that! theological assumptions?

What is your
i':i hermeneutics? S i
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Basic Responsibilities in
Interpreting the Bible

C. Submission to the Author
of the Bible

Definitive Inerrancy

God speaks truth.

* An ordinary historian may happen to get it
right (his account has no errors).
= God is always right

e God provides a definitive account.

Epistemological Ultimacy

« God can be trusted.
» Believe what he says.

— Even when it is in tension with other
sources.

[ We can have certainty. |

=

Fii

g

Perfect Ethical Purity of Speech

* God’s speech is a righteous model.

» Supposed “defects™ in the Bible should

lead to revising our standards of what is
“defective.”

— Round numbers
— Selective history
— Interpretive quotations

D. Submission to the Structured
Organization of the Bible
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Unity of a Single “Book™

e One divine Author (2 Tim. 3:16-17: 2 Pet.
1:19-21; Heb. 1:1)

¢ One unified account,
—in history of redemption
—in doctrine

God-Centered Book

« God is a central topic and concern

* He is presupposed even when not
explicitly memioygd (for example, Esther)

%

[ Pay attenion
W to God's actions.
E nl

B

25

God-Centered Book

» God is central topic.
= Presupposed when not mentioned (Esther)

( : " Payattention
A . .to God's actions.
9 B’

5

Redemptive Goal of the Writing

 The Bible is not just random information,
but designed to transform, equip, and
encourage us (2 Tim. 3:16-17; Heb. 1:1;
2:3; 3:5).
[ Practical! |

Fatsto gt

Word and Deed in Genesis 1

* Word and deed are interwoven (for
example, Genesis 1).

God called the light
' ]
[Tdeed |

Ll

Word and Deed in God’s Plan

Word and deed interpret each other.

God’s with us includes both word and deed.
Redemption consists in word and deed.

In interpreting, see word in context of deed.
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Word and Deed in God’s Plan

Word and deed interpret each other.

= God’s with us includes both word and deed.
* Redemption consists in word and deed.

= In interpreting, see word in context of deed.

2.10

The Bible Is Christ-Centered

Luke 24:25-27: ... And beginning with
Moses and all The Prophets, he interpreted to
them in all the Scriptures the things
conceming himself.

Pervasive Witness

Luke 24:44 Then he said to them,

| all canon__] “These are my words that I spoke
to you while I was still with you,

that everything written about me in

totality | =
1oty | and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”

\, 45 Then he opened their minds to

("international

_is in the OT

Main Theme of OT

46 and said to them, “Thus is
ummary il is written, that the Christ

should suffer and on the third
day rise from the dead, 47
and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins should be
proclaimed in his name to all
ions, beginning from
Jerusalem.”

focus of Acts

Other Passages about
Christocentricity

¢« 2Cor. 1:20

s 1Pet 1:10-12

= John 5:39; 5:46-47T; 8:56
o Matthew
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[I. Foundations of Biblical Interpretation

E. Christ in the Psalms

1. The Challenge: How is Luke
24:44-49 realized in the Psalms?

2. Functions of Christ in the
Old Testament

Christ as God and Man

! L HeisGod | [ God

. 2. He is the only mediator |
. — | | between God and men. |
3. He 1s man. | man

Christ as Speaker

* Christ is God.
» The Bible as God’s word is the specch of
all three Persons of the Trinity.
* In particular, Christ speaks every word.
» Christ speaks the Psalms. [ Easy and direct! |
.4

3
‘k‘%r\

:IL%

Christ as Mediator

= Christ is the only mediator between God
and man (1 Tim. 2:5).

* Mediatorial figures in the OT prefigure
Christ’s mediatorial work.

¢ Included are prophets, kings, priests,
Levitical singers, wise men.
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Christ Is Representative Man

= Christ is a human being.
» Like Adam, he is representative.
e Christ as a man hears OT.

* Christ with Israelites sings the psalms (Heb.
2:12).

*;?@ﬁ%ﬂ@:]

Christ as Singer

Hebrews 2:12:

“Iwill tell of your name to my brothers; in
the midst of the congregation I will sing
your praise.”

(Quoted from Ps. 22:22.)

= Hebrews 2 interprets “I” as applying to
Christ.

2. Christ in Psalm 23

Christ Is Divine Author

* Christ speaks and teaches Psalm 23.
* To human author, then to all.
= He declares that God is the Shepherd.

Christ Is Mediatorial Shepherd

¢ Christ mediates divine shepherding.
= In John 10, Christ is “the good shepherd.”
* John 10 fulfills Psalm 23.

Christ Is a Human “Sheep”

 On earth, Christ trusts in the Father.

He receives! The LORD is my shepherd, I

_the Spirit hall . 2 He makes me lie
S ; ] 1
T +_down in green pastures. He leads

|_prosperity.

"mperfcct aths of righteousness for his
righteousness| name’s sake.

‘ me beside quiet waters. 3 He
-~ restores my soul. He leads me in

2.12
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Christ’s Inheritance as “Sheep”

rescue 4 l:ven though I walk Ih}'ouglffthe vallegﬂ
of will fear no e
froun desih for you are w1th me; your rod and your
[ vindication ‘Eaff they comfort me. 5 You prepare a
from enemiesftable before me in the presence of my
; you anoint my head with oil; my
UMMW overflows. 6 Surely goodness and
! [OVC of God \ﬂiﬂﬁ shall follow me all the days of my

presence ] life, and I shall dwell in the house of the
|_of God JTORD Lot A eteral life |

2.1%

3. Christ in Psalm 22

Participation in Psalm 22

David experienced distress

Al OT worshipers participate
= —

e O b P | S e L
All NT worshipers participate %?

Stages in Psalm 22

Lament (1-2)

Expression of confidence (3-5)
Lament (6-8)

Trust and prayer for deliverance (9-11)
Lament (12-18)

Deliverance (19-21)

Thanksgiving (22-31)

Being Forsaken (1-2)

Dayid
> “My God, my God, why
“915&9&“@’ have you forsaken me?”
“\\\__/_/ ).

st o=
A '

NT worshipers "?

Expressing Confidence (3-5)

> “Yetyouare holy,
,_QI wgmh;mr; enthroncg on the praises
s of Israel.” (3)
(}‘h,ﬁst\ “In you our fathers
- trusted; they trusted, and
NT worshipers you delivered them.” (4)
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Past Intimacy (9-11)

David

Thanksgiving (22-31)

David
: \ “From you comes my praise
— in the great congregation;

- OT worshivers my vows I will perform

/\X
“Yet you are he who took
TOT mm me from the womb; you
N made me trust you at my
(,: st mother’s breasts.” (9)
Salvation Spreads (27-31)
David
“All the ends of the
_OT worshipers .~ ¢arth shall remember
~  ~  andtumtothe LORD,
e and all the familics of
Ch.qs\t\ the nations shall

LS S worship before you.”
NT worshipers @n

\"\-..\_,/’/ before those who fear him.”
Christ (25).
- @auem of thanks
NT worshipers %’
Psalm 22 as a Model Psalm

= Psalm 22 contains distinct moods.

» Moods can be expanded.

¢ Whole psalms have a dominant mood:
—lament (groaning)
— confidence (trust)
—request (cry for deliverance)
—thanksgiving (praise for deliverance)

4. The General Pattern of
Christ’s Suffering and Glory

Emotional Expression in Psalms

Heights:
suffering, groamngH exaltation, deliverance ]
__(lament \_Ltb_____?glvugng se)
J/
Reﬂec&éﬁ?h i
recital, meditation
_(wisdom, history) /
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Christ as Man Emotional Expression in Christ

= Christ shares in humanity. | Depths: ] Heights:

» He shares in emotional life. | supreme suffering r‘l supreme triumph ‘

* He represents pure emotional life. sy (.C_l‘l-lgiﬁ&(%l_f ‘ (exaltation)

» He is perfect, representative man. N P / Faliment

Refloction: | (pramert]
“Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer supreme wisdom | -
these things and enter into his glory?” (Luke 24:26).| _ (divine council) %7

Types of Psalms Psalms of Confession
o Trust « Earthly life « Psalms confess sin (Pss. 32, 51).
= Lament » Crucifixion = But Christ was sinless (Heb. 4:15).
 Thanksgiving * Resurrection = Ps. 69 contains both confession (verse 5)
« Songs of Zion » Ascension and Christ (verses 9, 21).
* Royal * Session Christ is the perfect priestly confessor
* Praise, * Session, on our behalf.
Wisdom Sending the Spirit
God’s Mode in the Bible
of Communication  Permanent  Praise for God’s

written form  preservation
« Permanence is not deadness
* Receiveq in + No Lone-Ranger Christian
community interpreters
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5. The general pattern of Christ’s suffering and glory (Luke 24:25-27)

The psalms express the emotional heights and depths in the experiences of God’s people
throughout the ages. In psalms called “laments™ we hear people groaning in distress, either because of
external enemies, hard circumstances, or the guilt and shame of their own sin. These psalms expose the
emotional depths, the pit, the emotional bottom that tempts one to complete despair. At the other extreme,
in psalms of praise and thanksgiving we hear people celebrating God’s greatness and goodness with
exuberant celebration. Here we find the emotional heights. Other psalms are in between, either because
they combine groaning and thanksgiving, or because they represent a more calm, meditative reflection on
the ways of God with man.

Once we come to grips with the true humanity of Christ, we can see that this full spectrum of
emotions was his also. In fact, it was his supremely and uniquely, because he represents in perfection
what Israel experienced only in imperfection; he represents in supreme intensity what Israel experienced
only partially and in symbols.

Christ’s whole earthly life came to a climax with his death and resurrection. In all four
Gospels, it is evident that his earthly ministry moved up to this climax, and at crucial points he instructed
his disciples concerning the necessity of his death and resurrection (see Luke 9:22, 51; 12:49-51; 18:31-
33;20:9-18; 24:6-7). In his death and resurrection, therefore, we may expect to find the supreme
expressions of his emotional life as well. His entire life, including his human emotions, was the final,
perfect service to God the Father.

The crucifixion of Jesus is the point of his supreme distress (Luke 22:40-44; Matt 27:46).
His resurrection is the point of his supreme triumph. The path through death to resurrection corresponds
to the pattern of Psalm 22, which begins with groaning and ends with celebration. And the same pattern is
found in many other psalms. More precisely, we must say that the Old Testament saints in their suffering
and their celebration dimly anticipated the great suffering and celebration to come, namely that suffering
and celebration of Jesus Christ. God by his eternal plan arranged that the Old Testament should prefigure
the emotional experiences of Jesus Christ, because all true emotional service to God must be an image and
shadow of his great service.

Lament

Thus all the psalms of groaning and lament find their fulfillment and climax in the groaning
and lament of Jesus Christ as he prays in Gethsemane and goes to the cross. Some of the Old Testament
groaning speaks of surrounding enemies. Jesus had Satanic enemies as well as the immediate human ones
(Luke 22:3).

Other groanings involve confession of sin. Jesus Christ was sinless (Heb. 4:15). So,
superficially, these psalms do not apply to him. Yet his very sinlessness qualified him to be our sin-bearer
(1 Pet. 2:23-24). He confesses and asks forgiveness, not for his own personal sins, but for the sins with
which he has identified himself through substitution (2 Cor. 5:21).

Thanksgiving
The psalms of thanksgiving are fulfilled in Christ’s resurrection. In the resurrection Christ is
definitively delivered from the power of death, and sends his Spirit to testify in praise of God to what God

has done for him. Christ is the final singer of God’s praise, as Hebrews says,

I will declare your name to my brothers;
in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises.
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All the deliverances of the Old Testament are only faint replicas of this one great deliverance, since only
through Christ and on the basis of Christ’s merit does any of us receive mercy.

Praise

Thanksgiving psalms speak of God’s past acts of deliverance, typically deliverance of the
psalmist himself. Psalms of praise are closely related, but they focus simply on praising God for who he
is and what he has done in the world abroad. But Jesus Christ is uniquely qualified to bring this praise
also. He uniquely knows the Father and is uniquely able to reveal him:

All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the son except the Father, and
no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. (Matt. 11 27V

No one has ever seen God, but God the only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.
(John 1:18)

Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Don’t you
believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own.
Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. (John 14:9-10).

Hence the psalms of praise belong preeminently to Jesus Christ, the chief singer.
Celebration of Zion

Some psalms of celebration have a more narrow focus. One type, sometimes called “songs
of Zion,” praises the glories of the temple and of Mount Zion where it stands (see, for example, Pss. 46;
84; 87; 122). The chief glory of Zion, of course, is that God dwells there. But God’s presence and
blessing through the Old Testament temple was only a shadow or copy of his supreme and final dwelling
place, our Lord Jesus Christ. When Jesus spoke of raising the temple in three days, John adds, “the
temple he had spoken of was his body” (2:21). The songs of Zion therefore become songs in which Jesus
praises God the Father for the resurrection and also enjoys in heaven the fullness of God’s presence for
which the psalms longed.

Royal psalms

Other psalms, so-called “royal” psalms, are praises of the king. Not just any king, but the
king of Israel, who foreshadows and depicts the coming kingship of God and of God’s Messiah. Thus the
royal psalms also are fulfilled when Christ the Son of David is invested with final royal honor at his
ascension. God

raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and
authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the
one to come. (Eph. 1:20-21)
Confidence

Other psalms express primarily the psalmist’s confidence in God, God’s faithfulness, and
God’s deliverance. Jesus Christ during his earthly life was the supreme example and embodiment of firm

trust in God. His enemies even taunt him concerning his trust (Matt. 27:43).

Meditative psalms
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Other psalms meditate on some aspect of God’s ways with man—whether the history of
God’s dealings with Israel (Ps. 105; 106), the contrast between the righteous and the wicked (Ps. 1, 112),
or the law (Ps. 19; 119). The history of God’s dealings with Israel, both God’s repeated acts of
deliverance and Israel’s ingratitude, come to a climax with the ingratitude of the crucifixion and the
deliverance of the resurrection. The contrast between the righteous and the wicked reaches its climactic
polarization in the death of Christ the Righteous One, a death that accomplishes the defeat of Satan and his
hosts (Col. 2:15). The law finds its fulfiliment in Christ who supremely understands and obeys it.

In fact, all God’s treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Christ (Col. 2:3). Christ
as the One who supremely possesses the wisdom of God is the supreme meditator, the supreme teacher of
the wisdom found in meditative psalms. In Jesus’ parables Matthew sees fulfilled the psalm that says,

I will open my mouth in parables,
['will utter things hidden since the creation of the world. (Matt. 13:35; Ps. 78:2)

Predictive

Some psalms, rather than meditating primarily on the past, turn their attention primarily to
the future. Many call on God to act in favor of his friends and to crush his enemies. F requently these
requests come in the context of lament. They are fulfilled in the supreme act of God, where he vindicates
Jesus Christ his Son and Friend, and crushes Satan the foe. Other psalms take the tone of prediction rather
than request, the so-called “oracular” psalms like Ps. 2; 91: 110. Christ in his resurrection is the central
fulfillment of all God’s promises (2 Cor. 1:20). He is himself the central promise, and he gives to us
many precious promises by his own voice and that of his apostles.

Thus all the various types of psalms find fulfillment in the emotional life of our Lord Jesus
Christ. If we wish, we may even in a somewhat oversimplified way associate the various moods of the
psalms with the various experiences of Jesus during his earthly life.

public ministry confidence, meditation

suffering and death groaning, (confidence)

resurrection thanksgiving, praise, predictive

ascension songs of Zion

ruling at God’s right hand royal psalms

sending of the Spirit, praise, thanksgiving, meditation

causing participation in some respects, all of the above

of Christians

the second coming all of the above, except that groaning is eliminated (Rev. 21:4)

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!
Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all
the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. (Luke 24:25-
27)


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































