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9. Paul has now so repeatedly mentioned God’s grace (Eph. 1:2, 6-7; 2:5, 7-8; 3:2, 7-8; cf. 1 Cor.
15:10), and so clearly indicated that his own ministry was a gift (Eph. 3:2, 8 and 3:7 twice), that we readily
assent with Paul that the origin of his ministry was God’s gracious gift done in accordance with God’s
sovereign “working of his power” (Eph. 3:8; cf. Eph. 1:19; Col. 1:29).

10. In what is certainly a rare form, Paul has taken the Greek superlative “least” and has added a
comparative ending to it (“less than the least”), showing the magnitude with which he felt this. Cf. the
sentiments Paul expresses in 1 Corinthians 15:9; 1 Timothy 1:15.

11. In Ephesians 3:9 Paul recapitulates the themes of “stewardship/administration” and “mystery”—
these have been discussed in the commentary above. Here it is clear that the “mystery” works on a
temporal or redemptive-historical frame of reference—it was hidden in ages past by the very God who
created those ages (as he also created all things). Paul’s job is now to enlighten people into the meaning
of this mystery.
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abuse, 291, 301-2, 308
access to God, 122, 145
accountability, 242, 330
Adam, 53, 88, 320, 333
addictions, 213
administration, of God’s grace, 136, 138—
39,142
adoption, 24-25
adversary, 334-37
African-Americans, 114-15, 118
AIDS, 336
al-Amreekee, Jibreel, 135
alienation, 96-99
from God, 99-100, 122
aliens, 122-23, 126, 332
“all things,” 50
Al Qaeda, 135
already and not yet, 21, 34n1, 211n12
“amen,’ 179
Amerding, Hudson, 181-82
angels, 152, 153
anger, 222-24, 229,234, 317
sinful vs. righteous, 202
apostles, 5, 126-27, 187
Archimedes, 224
armor of God, 338-43, 347

Artemis, 7

asking, 169
assurance, 57
Augustine, 78
Auschwitz, 173
authorities and powers of Satan, 332
authority, 268, 291, 297, 318-19
and character of Christ, 326
and headship, 275-77
of husband, 293, 295
of masters, 325
authorship, of Ephesians, xv-xvi
autism, 70
autonomy, 198
awe, 305

baptism, 280
Barker, Frank, 197-98

barriers, removal of, 110-11,116-17, 128, 141

Baunrin, Diana, 322

Bayer, Hans, 8

belief, and seal of Spirit, 55-56, 58
belt of truth, 337n9, 341n13
benediction, 57

benefits, of Christ, 102

bigotry, 111, 115

bitterness, 229, 234, 243
blameless, 2223

blessing, 19-22, 265,313
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blood of Christ, 34-35, 102—4, 107-19, 158,
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blue whales, 64—65
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body of Christ, 74, 190-91

boldness, 145-46

brawling, 229, 234

breastplate, 337n9

brothers and sisters in Christ, 186

brought near, 100-101, 107

Bruce, E. E, 68-69, 218n2

building others up, 228

Burnham, Martin, 138-39, 141

Calhoun, David, 88
calling, 67n5,90n13, 165

of church, 18283

and pain, 143

true vs. counterfeit, 137, 138
callousness, 206
Calvinism, 51
Calvin, John, 51, 78, 88, 320
capstone, 127n8
Carmichael, Amy, 255
ceremonial law, 108-9
challenges, 4-6, 14
Chalmers, Thomas, 164, 345
Chancey, Gary and Mary Jane, 326
change, 120-22
Chariots of Fire (film), 253
charismatic gifts, 55
cheating, 219-20
childrearing. See parenting
children, 276, 312-15

care for, 320-23

exasperating of, 297, 317-18
children of God, 236-39, 248—49
children of light, 151-60, 253, 260
chosen, 32-33, 4647
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Christian community, 236
Christian life, 45, 49, 158, 202, 210, 213,
218,221
Christlikeness, 306, 325, 330, 344
Chrysostom, 110
church
as body of Christ, 74, 184, 190-91,
282n16
as bride of Christ, 273
calling of, 182-83
as family, 185-86
and glory of God, 175
and parenting, 3078
power of, 71-72
submission to Christ as head, 275
transformation of world, xvi, 73-76,
173-74, 183, 186
as witness to glory, 144—48
circular letter, Ephesians as, 9n4
circumcision, 95-96, 110
citizenship, 123
in kingdom, 96-97
clothing image, 211, 214n16
Clouse, Bonnidell, 321-22
Colossians, xv
comfort, 239, 266
commendation, 62-63
community, 101, 114
alienation from, 96-97
compassion, 232n17
“completing another,” 294, 298
confession of sins, 41
confidence, 7-9, 22, 45, 57, 152-56
confrontation, 42
consumerism, 328
contentment, 192, 243
context, 255-56
control, of spouse, 302
cornerstone, 126, 127-29, 130
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correction, 63 Dozier, John, 250, 266, 267
corrupting influences, 236 drunkenness, 260-61, 262
counseling, 166 Duke University, 310, 316
counterfeit callings, 137-38 dwelling, 132n9
covenant, 49, 50-51, 97, 122-23 Dye, Laura, 131
covenant community, 219 dying to self, 137, 141, 239, 289
Covenant Seminary, 161
covetousness, 207n6 edifying words, 202
creation, 172,292n1 Eighteen Benedictions, 19n2
criminals, 321-22 election, 33
culture, 42-43, 247, 255-56, 336 as corporate and individual, 26
Eliot, T. S., 170

Damascus, road to, 13, 28, 135, 141 emotions, 39
darkened minds, 204-5 encouragement, of Christ, 232
darkness, 151, 247, 252, 254-58, 260, 266 enlightenment, 66
Dawn, Marva, 257 Ephesus, xv, 9-11, 12, 26-27, 40, 50
day of redemption, 231n16 equipping the saints, 191, 195-96
death, 188 eschatology, 211n12, 219n3, 245
delinquents, 321-22 established, 160
Demetrius, 7 eternal life, 83
demonic forces, 335 eternal plan, 51-53, 58
denominations, 184 eternity, as present reality, 84
dependence, 196-200 evangelicalism, 198
deposit, Holy Spirit as, 54, 58 evangelism, 30
de Sales, Francis, 192 evil, 26, 258-59, 335-36
despair, 74 exodus, 230n15
Devil, 334-37, 343 exposing darkness, 254—58
differences, attitudes toward, 192 eyes of the heart, 66
discipline, of children, 318-20, 323
disciplines, 165 faith, 61, 159, 337-38n9
disobedience, 79-80 fall, 34, 53,292n1

of children, 31315 false teachers, 191n12
diversity, in the church, 183, 186-92 falsehoods, 202, 219-22
divine causation, 47. See also predestination ~ families, 153, 328, 330, 336
divorce, 310, 336 family of God, 101, 123-25, 130, 185-86
doctrine, 262 fathers, 31617
dominions, 190n9 Faulkner, William, 91
doubt, 53 fear, 238, 267n25
doxology, 88, 168—69 fellow citizens, 122-23, 332
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Ferguson, Sarah, 290

Ferguson, Sinclair, 333, 335n7

Ferrandino, Vincent, 106

fetal alcohol syndrome, 36

filled with the Spirit, 261, 262, 263-69, 276

filling, 261-62

“finding out,” 253

flaming arrows, 338n9

flesh, 80n4, 92, 100, 211n12, 333

Fogelberg, Dan, 27

foolishness, 240n8

foothold, 224n8

foreigners, 122-23, 332

forgiveness, 34, 41, 113, 232-33, 237, 280

fornication, 240

Foster, Richard, 342

foundation, of apostles and prophets,
126-27,130, 152

fragrant offering, 238-39

freedom, 145, 153, 328

free will, of Adam, 88

French Reformation, 75-76

fruit of the Spirit, 62, 252

fullness of Christ, 191, 261

fullness of God, 73, 163-64, 261

fundamentalism, 262, 328

futility, 2034, 214

Gauguin, Paul, 95
gender, 270, 293n4
generosity, 226
Gentile audience, of Ephesians, 5n1
Gentiles, 45-46, 49, 96, 105. See also Jews
and Gentiles
as fellow citizens, 122-23
in the flesh, 92
inclusion of, 50-51, 139—40

manner of life, 203-5
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gentleness, 183n2
gifts, 300
of the church, 296, 297
despising of, 192-93
neglect of, 194-95
girding the waist, 337n9
glory, 145, 148, 281
God
alienation from, 99-100
faithfulness, 45-53
as Father, 18, 152-53, 185-86, 307-8
glory, 48, 152, 175-80
kindness of, 86-87
love of, 26-27, 28, 29, 33,47, 59, 81-83,
149, 163-66, 170, 199, 248—-49
and passions, 39
plan of salvation, xvi
power of, 70-71, 81, 83-85, 164, 168,
172-75, 330-34, 341
rule of, 40—42
sovereignty of, xvi, 8-9, 40n2, 51, 57,71,
164,172,178, 259n15
wisdom of, 168, 174
godliness, 215, 321-22, 329-30, 339, 341,
342
good pleasure, 38
good works, 90, 142
goodness, 252
gospel, 338n9
gospel pattern, 238
grace, 13, 16, 21, 29, 31, 43, 82, 85, 87,
88-89, 213-14, 218, 248
as character of God, 177
enraptured by, 14143, 147
and obedience, 226-27
renewal by, 218,219
and spiritual warfare, 348—49
vast riches of, 35-37
Graham, Billy, 193



gratitude, 33, 251

Gray, Rick, 34, 15-16

Greco-Roman culture, 11, 241

greed, 207n6, 213, 236, 237, 24244,
245-46

grieving the Holy Spirit, 231-32

Grudem, Wayne, 274

guilt, 34,238,318

hallucinations, 215-16
hardened hearts, 205—6
Havel, Vaclav, 257
Haynes, Lewis, 215-16
headship, 271-83, 293n4, 296
of fathers, 317
passivity in, 273-74
as robbery, 278
healing, through forgiveness, 233
hearing, 209-10
heart, 66
change of, 345-47
circumcision of, 94n1, 95n2
heart for God, 349
heaven, power of, 208
heavenly realms, 20-21, 84, 144, 332, 335
hedonism, 207
heirs together, 140
helmet, 337n9
helmet of salvation, 340, 342
helplessness, 160
Hindus, 233
holiness, 23-24, 79, 213, 215, 218, 236, 244,
247,256,343
Holy Spirit, 338n9
changes hearts, 345-47
faithfulness of, 54—58
and forgiveness, 232
gifts of, 188
grieving of, 231-32
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indwelling of, 131-32
power of, 69, 157-58
testimony of, 58
and wisdom, 65
hope, 61, 66-67, 70, 183, 251
horses, running with, 208-9, 210, 216
hostility, 113,116, 118
household code, 270-71n1, 323
household of God, 124, 126, 127, 332. See
also family of God
households, 305-26
Hoyt, Dick and Ricky, 349
Hughes, R. Kent, 336-37
Huguenots, 75-76
humility, 33, 39-40, 86, 87-89, 90, 152,
154-56, 183n2, 286
husbands, 270-89
respect for, 295, 3014
submission to, 291-97
hymns, 263

identity, 104, 184, 237, 248-49, 252

idolatry, 50, 95n2, 24246, 249, 317

image of God, 34

imagining, 170

imitating Christ, 238-39

imitating God, 236-37, 238, 249

“immeasurably” more, 169-75, 180

immorality, 240—41, 245-46

impurity, 92-93, 206-7, 240-41, 243, 244,
247,249,252, 255

“in Christ,” 19, 26, 49, 100, 176, 333

indicative and imperative, 237, 244

inheritance, 25, 46—47, 54, 67—69, 24445,
332

injustice, 335

insecurities, 336

and parenting, 3056
inspiration, 126-27
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instruction, of children, 321-22
instruments, of exposure, 25657
integration point, of faith, 262
integrity, 221-22, 252, 325
intercession, 63—64

internet, 328

“in the Lord,” 312n5, 330-31
intimacy, alienation from, 97-99
Ironside, Harry, 164-65

Isaiah, 128, 230n15

Islam, 106, 135

isolation, from promises, 122

Israel, covenant with, 45—46

Jerusalem, 108
Jesus Christ
ascension of, 188—89
authority of, 188-89
as cornerstone, 127-29, 130, 152
defeat of sin, 190
dwells in heart of his people, 158
as example, 232,238
generosity of, 189
headship over church, 272-73
incarnation, 189
love for bride, 277-78, 28081, 295, 320
love of, 161-63, 288
obedience of, 23-24
provides life, 158
resurrection of, 83-84
righteousness of, 159
sacrifice of, 277, 287-88, 298, 326
sanctity of, 22-24
Jews, 5n1, 95-96
Jews and Gentiles, 46, 49, 1056, 108-10,
112,118, 128, 139-40, 158
Joe and the Volcano (film), 48
Josephus, 108
joy, 111
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judgment, 80

justice, 82

Keillor, Garrison, 124-25

Keller, Tim, 61

Khmer Rouge, 95

kindness, 232n17, 243

kingdom of God, 41, 42-43, 24445
kneeling, in prayer, 152, 155
knowing God, 89

knowledge, head vs. relational, 209
Korea, 185

Kuyper, Abraham, 41-42

land, 313n7
language, 227-28
Lazarus, 81
leaders, leadership, 195, 198, 289. See also
servant/leader
greed of, 242
uncontrolled anger of, 223
legalism, 218
Lennon, John, 106
Lewis, C. S.,201-2, 204, 208,211,216
Liddell, Eric, 253
light of the Son, 251-60, 262, 267
Lilly Endowment, 14
living for others, 138—41
lizards, 201-2, 204, 208, 216
Lordship, of Christ, 41-42
Lord’s Prayer, 40
love, 30, 199
for Christ, 164-66
for God, 151, 155-56, 165, 346
as power, 150-51, 349
for spouse, and parenting, 309-12
surpassing knowledge, 163
for things of this world, 164
unites church, 61
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lust, 98, 100, 104, 206, 213, 236, 237, 239,
240-41,243-44, 255

Luther, Martin, 212, 226, 239, 327, 336,
346—-47n24

malice, 229-31, 234
manifold wisdom, 144
marriage, 241, 270-88

as mystery, 287, 294
Marx, Karl, 95
masters. See slaves and masters
materialism, 12, 60, 335
maturity, 143, 191-92, 282, 330
Matzat, Don, 343
McQuilkin, J. Robertson, 286, 288—89
Mead, Margaret, 95
means of grace, 330, 341, 346
memory, 91-100
mercy, 38-39, 43, 50-53, 157
mercy ministries, 226
merit, 26, 29
Messiah, 5, 96, 117n8, 140
military analogy, 342n15
Miller, Jack, 346n24
Miller, Rose Marie, 338
Mintz, Gene, 199-200
missionary zeal, 59-60
mold, 44-45
money, 209
morality, and piety, 247
mortification, 208,211, 214, 216
Moses, 47
Mother Teresa, 299
motive, 256
Mount Zion, 188-89
Mr. Holland’s Opus (film), 195-96
Murray, John, 347
music, 263-64
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mystery, 142n11

of marriage, 287, 294
of revelation, 37-38
of salvation for Gentiles, 138, 139—40

neighbor, becoming Christ to, 226
Nelson, Mary, 170

new affections, 345-46

new creation, 172

new identity, 100-104, 105

new life, 83,90n13, 346

new man, 109, 112, 211-12, 214, 215
New Orleans, 27

Nidingeye, Zack, 114

non posse non peccare, 212

non posse peccare, 212

obedience, 226-27

based on Father’s love, 237-38
of children, 312-15

and identity, 237

as witness, 233

O’Brien, Peter, 230n15
obscenity, 227, 240n8
O’Connor, Flannery, 249
offerings to God, 254
old self, 210-12, 214, 346
one another, 268
Onesimus, 5n2
opposition, 9-12

optical illusions, 228
order and plan to universe, 48—49
Owen, John, 154

pagans, paganism, 11, 96, 203
pain, 239

parenting, 166, 305-23, 326
passions, 39, 150

passive righteousness, 347n24
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pastor-teacher, 187
patriarchalism, 271n1
Patrick, 159
Paul
apostleship of, 6-7
authority of, 7
authorship of Ephesians, xv-xvi
calling of, 135-38
conversion of, 8, 13
imprisonment of, xv, 5, 14, 146-47
love for churches of Ephesus, 348
as prisoner of Christ Jesus, 135-36
peace, 13-16, 21, 30, 31, 106-19, 120, 168,
183, 338n9, 347n24
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