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11. Ryken, Ecclesiastes, 71.
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91



HAZTHRER

L, BB RS AR

P ITEAHBENER BR, EIEEE 2Rt 5
A, MVFRERRBIEA XL “AEAmE. MessnyILL” 2, BEL
ML a b —  STESHEHANYUGE 2 HIEHE, AR
TTE S HRBIENE, WSERBA TS &SRR TR

20. Robert Grant, “O Worship the King” (1833).
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Miller, Ancient Christian Writers 66 (New York: Newman, 2012), 69.
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7. Daniel C. Fredericks, “Ecclesiastes,” in Daniel C. Fredericks and Daniel J. Estes,
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20. Isak Dinesen (Karen Blixen), Babette’ s Feast, Modern Classics (New York: Penguin, 2001).
The quotes, in order, are from the following pages: 1, 1-2, 3, 16, 46, 44, 49, 49-50, and 54.
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1. Richard Watson, The Philosopher’ s Diet: How to Lose Weight and Change the World
(Boston:Godine, 1998), 3.
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B, TE1RIE18:16-17 Hh, PP 151 RS T IXFME BER G
i
2. ., Xiii.
i ]effr;ey Meyers, A Table in the Mist: Meditations on Ecclesiastes, Through New Eyes Bible
Commentary (Monroe, LA: Athanasius Press, 2006), 181-82.
5. inclusio 8:1a/17b 8:1-17 8:16-17
" " 8:1 9:12
8:16,17 [ ] 9:1,5,10,12

6. See Jerome, Commentary on Ecclesiastes, trans. Richard J. Goodrich and David J. D. Miller,
Ancient Christian Writers 66 (New York: Newman, 2012), 100.
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7. 2 UlDouglas Wilson, Joy at the End of the Tether: The Inscrutable Wisdom of Ecclesiastes
(Moscow, ID: Canon Press, 1999), 98.
8. IXTHITIRFH B B - BHANIER CRpfTarEE) (1774 4F) o
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B2, 1E% 3 TRRE, BATBEBLT RN FHIFF:
9. John Donne, quoted in Eric S. Christianson, Ecclesiastes through the Centuries, Blackwell
Bible Commentaries (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2007), 116.

10. Michael A. Eaton, Ecclesiastes: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale Old
Testament Commentaries 16 (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1983), 125.
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11. Daphne Merkin, quoted in Christianson, Ecclesiastes through the Centuries, 13.
12. [ L, %8 207 Ui,
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XIZRA (H2:11-15 ; #§E4THE 7:22) ? 7 Ecclesiastes: Total Life,Everyman’ s Bible Commentary
(Chicago: Moody, 1979), 103.

15. Michael V. Fox, Ecclesiastes, JPS Bible Commentary (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society,
2004), 65.

16. On Urooj Khan’ s murder, see http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/03/01/urooj-khan-autopsy-
chicag_n_2790667.html, accessed on May 19, 2013.
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17. Bill Watterson, The Essential Calvin and Hobbes: A Calvin and Hobbes Treasury (Kansas
City,MO: Universal Press Syndicate, 1988), 223-25.
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19. Sidney Greidanus, Preaching Christ from Ecclesiastes: Foundations for Expository Sermons
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2010), 221.
20. Daniel C. Fredericks, “Ecclesiastes,” in Daniel C. Fredericks and Daniel J. Estes, Ecclesiastes

and the Song of Songs, Apollos Old Testament Commentary 16 (Downers Grove, IL: InterVa
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21. Greidanus, Preaching Christ from Ecclesiastes, 232.
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BFRY° # 24k, 7 Eaton, Ecclesiastes, 127.
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(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2010), 293.
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Allen, Woody, 13, 37, 49, 59 Bradbury, Ray, 164
alpha and omega, 78 Bradstreet, Anne, 200n9
Alter, Robert, 8n16, 20n6 Brahms, Johannes, 45
ambition, 23 Brave New World (Huxley), 221
Ambrose, 213-14 bread, 178
anger, 211 breast, 48-49
Annie Hall (film), 37 breath, 8
antinomianism, 148 Breath (Beckett), 208-9
antithetical parallelism, 5, 71, 121, 139n8 Bridges, Matthew, 74n10
apocalyptic imagery, 198 Brown, Stephen, 183n4
arrogance, 148 Bunyan, John, 50
asceticism, 179 Burden, Daniel, 182-83
Asperger syndrome, 31 Burns, Robert, 51
assonance, 5, 87, 138-39 Byrds, 69
Augustine, 74, 115, 165n14, 210-11
authority, submission to, 160-63 Caesar, 161-62
autonomy, 64, 216 Cain, 94
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Calvin, John, 151 Daniel, 161
Calvin and Hobbes (comic strip), 38, Dante, 215-16
175-76 dark days, 206, 209

Calvinism, 142 darkness, 56-57, 128, 216
Camus, Albert, 218 David, 163
Canada, Geoffrey, 144 Davis, Ellen F., 208n25
Canterbury Tales (Chaucer), 120-21 Day of Atonement, 180
carpe diem, 62 day of judgment, 198, 207-8, 222
Carr, Jimmy, 136 dead flies, 192-93
celebration, 165 Dead Sea, 20
celebrities, 21-22 death, 10, 23, 55-56, 58, 67, 134-37, 180,
Chapel, Bryan, 147 200, 216
Chapman, Alister, 134 certainty of, 172-73
Chaucer, Geoffrey, 120-21 as “dark days”, 206n21, 208
Chesterton, G. K., 151 preoccupation with, 91
chiasm, 122, 129 reality of, 71
children of man, 36-37, 48n9, 216 sadness of, 173-74
Childs, Brevard, 5n8 suddenness of, 174-75
Christian life, 165-66 delight, in God’s gifts, 61-62
Christians, as fools, 41 dependence, 221-22
Christianson, Eric S., 45n3 depravity, 150
Christmas Carol (Dickens), 81 depression, 220-21
church, 6, 36-37 despair, 156, 220

as community, 102-3 devolved Adam, 152-55

entertainment in, 107 Dickens, Charles, 43, 62, 81
Churchill, Winston, 158 Dinesen, Isak, 167-68
Collins, Billy, 15, 89 disgust, 60-62
common grace, 51 disillusionment, 50
common sense, 184, 186 divine time, 73
community, 102-3 divorce, 49
companionship, 100-103 Donne, John, 23n11, 48, 163, 197n2
concubines, 48-49 drinking, 10, 65n14
constructive criticism, 139 drug addiction, 153
consumer Christianity, 217 drunkenness, 211
contentment, 12, 65, 98-99
control, 76, 78 eating, 10, 65n14, 128
coveting, 153 Eaton, Michael, 10, 57
crookedness, 142-43, 151-52 Ecclesiastes, 50
cross, 12, 150-51, 195 authorship of, 5-6

as folly, 41 end of, 220-22
culture of death, 135 as an enigma, 7
curse, 9, 17-18, 38, 215 and Feast of Tabernacles, 87
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through the lens of Christ, 11-12
unified message of, 4, 6-11, 12

Edwards, Jonathan, 213

Eichrodt, Walther, 79n14

“Eleanor Rigby” (song), 103-4

Elohim, 36, 217n12

enjoyment, 129-30, 175-80, 209
under God, 206-8

Enns, Peter, 183

envy, 97-99

Erasmus, 87

Erdrich, Louise, 196

escapism, 23, 24, 38-39

eschatological hope, 220

Estes, Daniel J., 217n12

Esther, 191-92

eternity, in our hearts, 74

evil days, 197-98, 209

evildoing, 150

excess, 189

faith, 144, 220
and fear, 217-18
fall, 40
fallen world, 17
fame, 23, 42
fatalism, 142
“fearless generosity”, 205, 213
fear of God, 9, 10-11, 77, 110, 118-19,
163-65, 216-17
feasting, 177-79
feasts, 67
felt needs, 109
final judgment, 63, 165. See also judgment
fleetingness, 201
folly, 39-40, 148, 183-84
and darkness, 56-57
of wisdom of world, 41
food, appetite for, 123
fool, 114, 137, 184-86
fornication, 150
Fort Custer Maze (Iowa), 157-58, 160
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Fowler, Gene, 88

Fox, Michael V., 7n13, 51n15, 102, 185n6,
199n7, 208n25

“frail children of dust”, 92, 96

frame narrator, 211

Fredericks, Daniel, 5n8, 6n10, 7, 8n16, 21,
36,49n12, 61, 74n10, 84n6, 88, 104,
152, 166, 177, 201, 212

freedom, 217

funeral, 133-34, 136

futility, 16

future, 188

gambling, 153
garden, 45-46, 52
Garrett, Duanne, 5n8, 6n10, 7n13, 34n7,
49n13, 58
generosity, 204-5, 209, 213
Gieser, Marge, 12
giving. See generosity
God
character and promises of, 84
in Ecclesiastes, 36
as the Gift-Giver, 64-65
as greatest good, 144
hears and speaks, 110
in heaven, 112
holiness of, 110
and providence, 77-78
as source of wisdom, 215
sovereignty of, 75-77, 129, 142, 176
and time, 73-75, 80
transcendence of, 87, 108-9
gold, 47-48
good name, 134
Good Samaritan, 97, 101
Gordis, Robert, 66n15
gossip, 153
Gottfried, Gilbert, 190n14
government, 160-63, 183, 189-90
grace, 168
gratitude, 168
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greed, 123, 130-31
Greidanus, Sidney, 10, 71, 122n2, 149n7,
183-84n4, 189n12

Halloween, 91

happiness, 75-76, 208, 218-19
Hawking, Stephen, 35

heart, 110, 137

heaven, 203

hebel, 7-8, 124

Hebrew poetry, 33

hedonism, 23, 25-26, 42-54, 216
hell, 106, 203

Hemingway, Ernest, 87
Hengstenberg, Ernst, 206n20
Henley, William Ernest, 68-69
Herbert, George, 211
hoarding, 126

holiness, 75-76, 114, 186, 208
homosexuality, 49

hope, 37, 85

hopelessness, 85

Horace, 123

house of God, 109, 113
Hubbard, David, 52, 203
Hughes, Kent, 103

Huxley, Aldous, 221
hyperbole, 5

hypocrisy, 108, 190

idleness, 204

idolatry, 43, 49-50, 52-53
idols, 143

image of God, 201
immorality, 83
impatience, 140
incarnation, 106
independence, 217
individualism, 102
indulgence, 208
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industriousness, 18n4, 204-6
inheritors, ill-deserved, 59-60
injustice, 37, 82-84, 146-48
inverted parallelism, 5, 71
“Invictus” (Henley), 68-69
irony, 219

isolation, 94-95, 99-103, 106
Israel, in wilderness, 129

Jagger, Mick, 130
jealousy, 211
Jerome, 6nl1, 8nl5, 20-21, 65n14, 192, 199
Jesus
abolished death, 90
as bread of life, 180, 211
as divine resolution, 195
forsaken, 106
justified wisdom, 27n16
as Lord, 131, 161
made into our own image, 118
resurrection of, 13
satiates the soul, 53
as shepherd, 222
transforms world from hopelessness
to beauty, 27
work of, 27-28
Job, 19, 62, 142-43, 188
joy, 10, 12, 54, 62, 64-65, 85, 88-89, 128,
165, 179, 218-19, 220
judgment, 84, 212, 219-20. See also day of
judgment; final judgment
justice, 63, 83-84
justification by faith, 178

Kaiser, Walter C., 5n8, 46n6, 174n14
keeping God’s commandments, 202
Keller, Timothy J., 48n8, 126
Kidner, Derek, 11, 45

king, 34

kingdom, 29



Klein, A. M., 196
Kriiger, Thomas, 51n14, 84n5
Kushner, Harold, 52

lack of knowledge, 204-5
Lady Folly, 152-53, 155
Lady Justitia, 83
Lady Wisdom, 152
Last Supper, 28, 66-67
laughter, 45, 52
law of end stress, 113
Lazarus, 90
Lee, Peggy, 25
Lennon, John, 21-22
Levering, Brandon, 146, 158n1
Lewis, C. S., 111
life
in fallen world, 71
as short-lived, 171
light, 56-57
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, The
(Lewis), 111
listening, 112-16, 118-19
living waters, 43, 211
loneliness, 99, 104
Longman, Tremper, III, 5n9, 49n13
Lord’s Supper, 28, 67, 165n14
love
for God, 50, 105, 202
of money, 121-31
for neighbor, 50, 105, 124, 202
Love and Death (film), 13
Lucas, Dick, 166
lust, 211
Luther, Martin, xiii, 57n3, 77, 87, 115, 127,
143, 166, 179, 183, 190-91

Maclaren, Alexander, 113
madness, 39
marriage, 101, 179
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marriage of the Lamb, 181
Masoretes, celebrations of, 88
maze, 157-58
meaninglessness, 12, 221
Melville, Herman, 61, 196-97
metaphors, 5

Meyers, Jeffrey, 10, 100
Michaelson, Ingrid, 199
Michel, D., 84n5

Milton, John, 90-91

minor problems, 18
moderation, 189

modernism, 209

Moffatt, James, 139

money, 47, 121-31, 141
monotony, 20

Moody, D. L., 115

Mordecai, 191-92

mortality, and joy, 89-92
mouth of fools, 114
Muggeridge, Malcolm, 42-43
Murphy, Roland E., 58n4, 88nl4e
music, 44

Myth of Sisyphus, 218

neighbor, 97-98

“new and improved”, 18
new covenant, 28, 115
new life, 28

new work, of Jesus, 27
nihilism, 23-25
Nilsson, Harry, 99n12
Nine Inch Nails, 50
Noah, 56
nonexistence, 96
nostalgia, 140

not knowing, 170-71

oath, to a king, 160-61
obedient trust, 11
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obeying God’s commands, 212, 216-17
Ogden, Graham S., 72n5, 100n14
ointment, 192-93

old age, 202, 206n21, 208

Oliver, Mary, 15-16, 89

“One” (song), 99n12

onomatopoeia, 138-39

oppression, 37, 94-97, 140

optimism, 62

paradise lost, 72

parallelism, 5, 70-71, 121-22, 139n8, 147, 188
paronomasia, 139n8

Pascal, Blaise, 156

patience, 140

Paul, on companionship, 102-3
peace, 73

Peanuts (cartoon), 174

Percy, Walker, 135-36

pessimism, 220

Peterson, Eugene, 178

Pharisee and tax collector, parable of, 114
Pharisees, 190

Pilgrim’s Progress (Bunyan), 50
Piper, John, 109

Plato, 188

pleasure, 10, 43-50

pleasure paradox, 51-52

poetry, 5, 15, 33, 69-71

politics, 157-58

pornography, 49, 153
postmodernism, 209

power, 10, 53, 94-95, 158, 160, 163
Powers of Ten (video), 182
“Preacher”, 5

pride, 11, 156

Provan, Iain, 109n2

proverbs, 5, 203

providence, 74n10, 77-78

Qoheleth, 5-6
quietness, 93-94, 98, 113, 192
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Rashi, 59

reading Ecclesiastes, 3-4
realism, 149

reality, 85-87

rebuke, 139

rejoicing, 179, 181, 206-7
Rembrandt (film), 200-201
remembering, 202, 206-7
remembrance, 21-23
repentance, 87-88
repetitiveness, of activities, 19
resolution, involves God, 194-95
rest, 128, 222

restlessness, 210-11
Revelation (book), 164-65
revelation, sufficiency of, 214
revering God, 212

riches, 121-31

rich fool, parable of, 65-66
righteous, 149

righteousness, 148

Rossetti, Christina, 53

royal autobiography, 5n9
ruler, 186

Ryken, Philip, 6, 12, 62, 142, 206, 208-9

sacrifices, offered in silence, 114-15
Sandys, George, 189

Sartre, Jean-Paul, 25

Satan, 55-56

satisfaction, 124-25

Schuller, Robert, 61

Schultz, Richard, 5n8, 212
Schwienhorst-Schonberger, L., 84n5
sea, 20

secret deed, 220

secular, 45

seeing, 82

self, 109n2

self-centeredness, 51

self-control, 189

self-indulgence, 51, 189



selfishness, 51-52
Self-Made Man (sculpture), 46
sensual pleasures, 65n14
Seow, Choon-Leong, 144n14, 189n12,
219n17
Sermon on the Mount, 138, 208
serpent, 55
servants, 44
seven (number), 70
sexual immorality, 49, 210
Shakespeare, William, 83, 201
shalom, 73
Shea, George Beverly, 53
sheol, 180
shepherd, 214-15, 222
silence, 114-16
similes, 5
Simpsons (TV sitcom), 50
sin, 147, 216
sinner, 149-51
slaves, 44
sloth, 98, 153, 204
Smith, Henry, 179n24
snake’s bite, 184-86
solitude, 100
Solomon
as author of Ecclesiastes, 5-6
house of, 46n6
wealth of, 46-48
wisdom of, 34
song of fools, 138
Song of Songs, 179
sorrow, 38, 40
speaking, 116-19
Spektor, Regina, 135
sports, 24
stillborn child, 128
Sting (singer), 199
storms, 76-77
suffering, 37
suicide, 126
sun, 10, 20, 198. See also under the sun
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synonymous parallelism, 5, 71, 121, 139n8,
147
synthetic parallelism, 5,v 71, 122, 139n8

table, 66-67

Talbot, Mark, 3

Tammet, Daniel, 31-32, 68

tapestry on aloom, 74

technology, 18

temple consecration, 6

thief on the cross, 28

threefold cord, 101-2

time, 23, 70, 72-73, 78, 80

Titanic (movie), 79

Tocqueville, Alexis de, 48n8

toil, 17-18, 26, 32, 72. See also work

Tolstoy, Leo, 24

tongue, 150, 187-88

topical sermons, 108-9

tornado, 36

trembling trust, 9, 78-79, 110, 143, 148,
217

Trueman, Carl, 135, 182

“Turn! Turn! Turn!” (song), 69-70

Twain, Mark, 145-46

Twitter, 190-91

two, 100

under the sun, 10, 17, 27, 29, 37, 82, 95, 219
unresolved seventh, 194

unrighteousness, 82-84

Updike, John, 87

vanity, 7-9, 54, 171-72, 201, 211
Vanity Fair, 50

vanity mirror, 201

“vanity of vanities”, 7, 9, 18, 201, 211
vexation, removing of, 206-7
vineyards, 46, 52

Voltaire, 26

vow, 116-18

Vulgate, 6n11
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Waiting for “Superman” (documentary), 144
Watson, Richard, 169-70
Watterson, Bill, 38
wealth, 123, 125
weariness, 12, 20
Webb, Barry G., 9n18
weeping and mourning, 87
Wells, David, 159
Wesley, John, 52, 206
Westminster Confession of Faith, 3n1, 76
Westminster Shorter Catechism, 51, 217
Whybray, R. N., 62, 88n14
wickedness, 82-85, 148, 150, 153
wife, 178-79
Wilberforce, William, 97
Wilson, Douglas, 74
wind, 20, 35
wine, 45, 52, 177-78
wisdom, 4, 10, 148, 159-60, 183-84
cannot change reality, 35-37
cannot protect from death, 58
as elusive and incomprehensible, 151
and folly, 137-41
and light, 56-57

248

no protection from ill-deserved
inheritors, 59-60
path of, 141
sufficiency of, 214-15
through autobiographical reflection,
32-33
vulnerability of, 170
wisdom literature, 4-6, 12, 19
“wisdom of the wise”, 40
Wolfe, Thomas, 197
Wolterstorff, Nicholas, 88
wordplays, 5
words of delight, 213
work, 10, 20, 72, 179-80. See also toil
adds nothing new to this world, 18-19
not in vain, 28-29
working hard, 202-6, 209
worldly wisdom, 59
worship, 107-8, 110
writing, 88

Yahweh, 36, 217n12
Yanagi, Yukinori, 127
Yolen, Jane, 88, 200
youth, 201-2
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